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Lecrure XXV, 
[Amauresis continued.} 
Gentlemen, 

Tue prognosis in amaurosis turns prin- 
cipally on two points ; viz. the degree fn 
which vision is affected, and the length 
time the disease has existed ; it is more 
favourable in proportion as the injury to 
vision is less, and the attack more recent. 
If the affection be partial, and the case 
seen early, a complete cure may be ex- 
pected. We think favourably of the 
event when amaurosis is evidently caused 
by active congestion in the head or eye ; 
for that cause can be removed by suitable 
treatment. We take a similar view of the 
subject when it occurs in conjunction with 
chronic internal inflammation. Our prog- 
nosis is doubttul in the earliest cases if the 
inseusibility of the nervous structure be 
complete ; it is equally so in imperfect 
amaurosis of long standing. Violent vas- 
cular disturbance may at once produce so 
serious a change in the retina as to render 
it incapable of vision, and a less degree of 
cotigestion will have the same eflect, if it 
be long continued. The prognosis is bad 
when the complaint has been preceded 
and accompanied by severe pains in the 
brow, temple, and head ; by pains either 
not relieved by our treatment, or if re- 
lieved, quickly returning; also when at- 
tended with similar pain of the eye, 
whether constant or brought on by slight 
exertion of the organ. The same obser 


vation applies to the cases attended with 
epileptic symptoms or great change in 
153.—Vol, X.] 


the pupil. Under such circumstances we 
may reasonably suspect the existence of 
organic changes in the retina, nerve, or- 
bit, skull or brain. 

We cannot trace an accurate line of de- 
marcation between what is called inter- 
nal ophthaimia and amaurosis: in the for- 
mer the inflammation is more active and 
affects more parts; in the latter it isa 
slower affection, and confined to the re- 
tina. The bolder and more strougly 
marked inflammation is more easily ar- 
rested than the more chronic form. The 
prognosis is doubttul and rather un- 
favourable than otherwise, as to the com- 
plete recovery of vision, if the «ffection, 
even in its most recent state, should have 
produced complete inseusibility of the 
retina. We should speak doubttuily of the 
resultin the case of complete insensibility 
to strong light, even if it ad only lasted 
twenty-four hours. It 1s difficult to say 
in what namber of days or weeks we 
should give up all hopes of recovery. In 
the supposed case ot total insensibuity, or 
even of a near approximation to it, there 
would be more ground for apprehension 
than hope at the end of a week, thongh 
sight is sometimes restored under these 
circumstances ; but the lapse of a few 
weeks without improvement, makes the 
case hopeless. When we succeed in the 
earlier cases of these serious affections, 
the restoration of sight is often only par- 
tial, the patient remaining in a state of 
amblyopia or weakness of sight. 

The amaurosis attendant on confirmed 
hydrocephalus is hopeless; congenital 
cases are completely so. The Subject of 
amaurosis consequeut on direct mechani- 
cal injuries, has been considered under 
the head of wounds of the glebe (in the 
9th Lecture). I have no turther remarks 
to make on it, 

It is important to know what is likely 
to happen in the opposite eye, when 
amaurosis has occurred in one only. 
The causes of this affection are not 
merely local, or confined within the af- 
tected organ; they will generally, if un- 
checked, bring on cisease in both eyes, 
The close sympathy between the two or- 


2Q [August 5, 1826.] 


| 

| 
re- 
the 
and 
the 
ely, 
om- 
sul. 

da 
ala 
the 
re. 
ries 
te of 
sion, 
cent 
ught 
ex- 
very 
liffe- 
ralp, 
eps, 
h he 
cuta- 
were 
BR 
was 
time 
bya 
pass- 
that 
voca- 
any 
onary 
ed, 
w left 


578 MR. LAWRENCE 


gans must also be considered ; they both|has been already recommended in iritis 
suffer in most cases, even in forms of| and other internal inflammations, in com- 
disease that cannot be traced to causes|mon and strumous inflammation of the 
of general infinence. Hence our progno-| cornea when proceeding to change of 
sis must be directed to the sound as well! strncture. Is it then a panacea? How 
asto the diseased eye; hence, also, Go| Coss it happen that the same remedy 
institute active treatment, and follow it! shonld have the power of counteracting 
up steadily in many cases when we do | disease in textures so different from each 
not expect to benefit the diseased organ, | other? Now to me, this, instead of being 
for the purpose of preventing the occur- ' an objection, is the strongest recommen- 
rence teen in the sound eye. dation of the remedy. Althongh diseases 
Trcatment.—Our object is to put a stop ; differ in their phenomena, symptoms, and 
to vascnlar excitement, to prevent the | results, and although these differences are 
rmanent injury of altered structure and | often very striking in different textures, 
ater om function in a stracture, the pe. | the essential nature of the diseased pro- 
culiar delicacy of which particularly ex- | cess is every where the same—it is inflam- 
ses itto such danger. We must, there-| mation, unnatural exertion of the capil- 
fore. employ antiphlogistic treatment of a lary vessels ; and if we should have a re- 
decided character, and follow it up with | medy capable of checking that excitement 
a decision and steadiness commensurate in one part, there is every reason to sup- 
with the importance of the affected organ. | po-e that it would be equally effectual in 
Under the head of antiphlogistic treat. | other instances, 
ment, must be included general and local| When the antiphlogistic treatment, and 
bloodletting, but more particularly the a fair trial of mercury have failed, I do 
latter, as by cupping from the back of the not know that itis possible to effect any 
neck or the temples, or by the application | further essential good by other means. 
of leeches, the eeacnation of the bowels | We must be contented with such manage- 
by purgatives, and a restricted diet. Re-| ment and simple diet as are most conda- 
pose of the organ should be observed, | cive to general health, and take the chance 
_ more or less complete, according to the of such local amendment as the affected 
nature of the case; counter irritation by organ may slowly experience under gra- 
blisters, from which a discharge may be | dual general improvement. Residence in 
kept up by irritating dressings: these a pure air, frequent exercise in the open 
are the means suitable to the early stage air, a plain, mild but nutritions diet, the 
of the affection, the stage of excitement; regular use of mild aperients, with the 
but if this treatment be not found to re- | occasional employment of a more active 
move the change which has been pro- | purgative, and repose of the affected or- 
duced in the retina, we must have re- | gan, form a combination of measures best 
course to mercury, which appears to be | calculated to invigorate the system gene- 
as decidedly beneficial in these cases, as | rally, and thus, as far as circumstances 
in iritis, or genera! interna! inflammation. | will admit, to arrest local disease. The 
The remark which I made respecting the | effects of counter irritation may be ad- 
use of mercury in those affections, applies | Vantageously tried in conjunction with 
also to the present case, namely, that its | sch measures. Blisters may be applied 
good effect mainly depends upon the | behind the ears, and at the side or back 
romptitude with which it is employed, | of the neck, and a discharge may be kept 
‘he alterative form is insufficient; we|p by the savine cerate. But I prefera 
give it with the view of arresting inflam- | succession of blisters, applying a new one 
mation in the structure, which is the very | to a fresh surface every five, six, or seven 
seat of vision; that structure is easily days. I am informed that Baron Dapuy- 
changed py the inflammatory process ; | tren has fonnd blistering so advantageous 
our only remedy is to push the mercury |in amaurotic affections, that he makes it 
in a decided manner, and if we do so, we | the principal part of his treatment, often 
shall pnt a stop to the affection. We bave | using 30, 40, or more blisters in a single 
used mercury here very freely for aman-|case. A seton in the back of the neck is 
rosis; we have used it until profuse sali- | another mode of accomplishing the same 
vation has been produced, and many de- —— 
cided instances of the good effect of this e treatment I have described mast 
practice have come under our observa- | be graduated .according to the violence 
tion. You will perhaps be surprised at} of the attack, the constitution, age, and 
hearing this remedy again mentioned,—at | strength of the individual, and numerous 
finding a plan of treatment proposed for | other circumstances. We cannot lay down 
amaurosis so nearly similar to what has|a precise and positive mode of treatment 
been recommended in other very diffe- to be pursued invariably, and without 
rent affections. The free use of mercury | deviation, in every case; it must not be 
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that all amaurotic patients re- 
quire to be bied and salivated. When we 


ON AMAUROSIS. 


a succession of moderate - sized blis- 
ters may be advantageonsly combined 


meet with the affection in the form of] with these means. Thus you see that the 


active inflammation of the retina, more 
especially in a young and vigorous indi- 
vidual of full habit, where there are ob- 
vious marks of local vascular congestion 
and constitutional excitement, our treat- 
ment cannot be too active, or too quickly 
followed up. 
what [ have already said respecting in- 
flammation of the internal tunics in Lec- 
ture XVIIT. Treatment almost equally 
active is necessary in the slower iuflam- 
mation that is confined to the retina, 
when it occurs in robust and plethoric 
individuals, though not attended with con- 
stitutional excitement; indeed the indi- 
cation for loss of blood, whether general 
or local, is not to be drawn from the state 
of the system, but rather from that of the 
part. e condition of the retina, as in- 
dicated by the degree of vision and other 
local circumstances, is the principal guide. 
If general fulness, or excitement exists, 
itis an additional reason for abstracting 
bood, and for taking it freely trom the 


same principles regulate our treatment, 
but that it is modified in degree accord- 
ing to the violence of the symptoms and 
the patient's strength. In the latter de- 
scription of cases, after mild antipllogis- 
tic means, and clearing the alimentary 


I beg to remind you of} canal, it may be expedient to combine 


tonics with aperients, as thubarb with 
bark, calumba, or cascarilla ; and to allow 
a nutritious diet with a little porter and 
wine. 

Among the numerons patients who have 
been treated on. these principles, at this 
Infirmary and in private, many might be 
selected whose cases would sufficiently 
prove the efficacy of this mode of treat- 
ment. I shall just select two:—A young 
woman came to the Infirmary labouring 
under very active congestion alout the 
head; her countenance was pecoliarly 
florid; all the veins were obviously 
turgid, and she had considerable pain. 
Betore we saw her she had experienced 
| severe external inflammation of one eye, 


system. Mercury may be more slowly which had produced a large lencomatons 


introduced in the cases of chronic cha- 
racter. 

Amanrosis often comes on in a slow 
and very insidious manner in persons o! 
enfeebled constitution ; the organ suffers 
from babitual excessive exertion, at the 
same time that the general powers are 
depressed by residence in confined dwell- 
ings, bad air, by sedentary occupations, ; 
unwholesome diet, costiveness, and the 
other injurious influences of such causes. 
If you should see a thin, pallid, and tee- 
ble woman, who had destroyed her health 
by close confinement to needlework, and 
whose eyes were beginning to fail, the 
same active measures would by no means 
be admissible as in the former case. To 
think of bleeding and salivating such a 
patient would be perfect madness; you 
would, in such a case, empty the alimen- 
tary canal, perhaps take a little blood by 
capping, or by leeches to the temples, 
and then use mercury in the alterative 
manner, together with mild aperients. 
A few grains of Plummer’s pill may be 
given every night, or every second night, 
and the bowels may be kept open by 
eleetnary, castor oil, or rhubarb and mag- 
nesia, taken occasionally. The biue pill 
may be taken in combination with aloes, 

or the compound extract of colocynth. It 
may be necessary to persevere with the 
mercury, slowly increasing the dose until 
a slight influence is visible in the mouth. 
A nutritions diet, without stimuli, good 
air and exercise, and repose of the affect- 


opacity of the cornea: the latter was in 
the state of incipient staphyloma., These 
serious changes, and the consequent loss 
of an eye in a young female of consider- 
able beauty, were the obvious results of 
inactive treatment. She still saffered oc- 
casional relapses of inflammation in the 
eye; more particularly on these occa- 
sions she experienced so much sympathe- 
tic affection of the opposite eye as to limit 
her very much in the time of using it. 
Hence she readily submitted to the re- 
moval of the staphylomatous projection, 
which quickly and effectually relieved the 
sound eye. 

Within a month from that time she 
came again, saying, that she had lost the 
sight of the other eye, ard on looking at 
it attentively, I found that she had an 
attack of almost complete amaurosis; and, 
although it had existed only two or three 
days, she conid hardly distinguish the 
window. She had a dilated pupil and 
nearly motioniess iris; there was no ex- 
ternal redness, but she had, in addition 
to her asual florid colour, a flushed coun- 
tenance, considerable pain in the head, 
and some febrile disturbance of the sys- 
tem. Know ng from experience how prone 
she was to inflammatory attacks of the eye, 
Lhad her bled largely, and cupped from the 
back of the neck, placed her immediately 
upon low diet, and gave brisk purgative 
medicines; but, although this plan of 
treatment was followed up most vizo- 
rousiy, no improvement of vision ensued ; 


ed organ, are important auxiliaries, and 


the retinaindeed became quite iusensible. 
2Q2 
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Mercury was now ased actively, and | lus to the conjunctiva might possibly re- 
as soon as it cansed walivarion the affec- | lieve the retina. It has been recommend. 
tion began to give way, and she recover-|)ed to wash the head every morning with 
ed her sight perfectly. She was still ha- cold water; this is often attended with 
ble to returns of congestion about we pleasurable feelings to the patient, and 
head, and repeatedly toxt blood by vene- it is a practice which cannot do harm. 
section and capping; she continued to The view I have given you of aman- 
employ mercury and aperients, and ulti- ro-is is simple; I have regarded it as an 
mately had a seton in the back of the inflammatory affection of the nervous 
neck. In spite of such means, continued structure of the eye; requiring the same 
and repeated for more than a year, during treatment as other inflammations. This 
which time she was often bied and cup- is contrary to the general opinion enter- 
ped, and took an immense quantity of: tained of amaurosis; and the treatment 
mercury and purgatives, she stil retain- which I have recommended is nearly op- 
ed her beautiful colour and the florid red posite to what has been generally advised 
of a person from the country, She at - and relied on. I must therefore advert 
tended here nearly a vear and a halt, shortly to some of the ordinary of 
undergoing the treatment above oes: rib- treatment. 
ed, more or less actively, during the whole| There is a plan of treatment by emetics, 
time. 1 saw her two years afterwards, which has been stronzly recommended by 
the eye remaining periectly well; but,|Schmucker, Scarpa, and Richter, and 
although she had still much colour, the , carries with it all the weight which suck 
characters of youth and beauty were in a respectable names can afford; many 
great measure lost. ) practitioners, on the continent and in this 
Another young woman came to the ‘country, have tried this mode of practice. 
Infirmary with impaired vision ; ber coun- ‘Scarpa observes, that in many cases there 
tenance was red and flushed, and she | will be proofs of a decided gastric irrita- 
complained of considerable pain in the | tion, such as furred tongue, constipation, 
head ; there was evident congestion about | loss of appetite, and so on ; for which he 
this part. She was about fitteen years of | recommends an antimonial emetic to be 
; menstruation had not commenced, | given: this is to be repeated two or three 
aud the consequence was a plethoric con- | times at short intervals, as the occasion 
dition of the system, She was bled two| may require. Subsequently a course of 
or three times, purged actively, and con- | medicine should be adopted, which he 
tinned this plan of treatment for two or |calls resolvent ; such medicine is gene- 
three weeks before the retina was re- | rally given in the form of pills, and the 
lieved, when the menses appeared and |combination is very similar to our Plum- 
she completely recovered. mer’s pill. If this plan have been con- 
Local applications have been frequently | tinued some days and the stomach should 


employed im amaurotic cases ; but what | again furni~h proots of being out of order 
o can we expect from such means in|a repetition of the emetic must be had 
affection of a part so deeply seated recourse to. Having used this treatment 
as the retina? The greatest number of | with great advantage, where gastric irri- 
these have been of a stimulating kind, tation seemed to have ca the affec. 
and they have been used on the erroneous | tion, he employed it generally in amaa- 
notion of this affection depending on rosis, knowing nothing else so likely to 
weakness,—of its originating ina debili- succeed. Richter has followed a 
tated state of the optic nerve. Spirits of!similar plan. The anthority of s 
wine and ether have been applied about | names as those of Richter and Scarpa, 
the orbit and brow; and when there is | would naturally induce us to try this plan 
congestion and increased heat, the eva- | of treatment ; and I have selected cases 
— may have produced some benefit.' which appeared to me to be most favour- 
ily these applications cannot accom-! able for its employment ; but I must con- 
= the purpose for which they have! fess that I have never seen one decided 
generally recommended, that is, | case of amaurosis cured by their use. On 
stimulating the optic nerve. It is neces- | the other hand, after using them ineffec- 
sary, sometimes, to employ local mea- | tually, I have seen the same patients re- 
sures to satisfy the minds of the patients, | lieved, and even cured by antiphlogistic 
who often feel, or fancy that they feel,| means and the other treatment I have 
better after them. You may prescribe,|described. I have therefore entirely 
as a wash for the brow, spirits of wine} abandoned the use of emetics in amau- 
with rose water ; spirits of rosemary and; rosis. 
rose water; Hungary water, or Ean de: Electricity you are aware has been 
Cologue. Ammoniacal vapours have been| used in amaurosis, as well as in most 
applied to the eye itself; and the stima-| other nervous affections. Mr, Hey, of 
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SETS, 


ON AMAUROSIS.— 


Leeds, published some cases of amaurosis |in another quarter, where they were in- 
which he considered much benefited by | formed that the dimness arose from a 
the use of electricity; and the late Mr.| wani of tone in the nerve, and that the 
Ware seems to have relied on it almost boy must take a generous diet and tonic 


entirely. Indeed this influence in all 
the varieties of its application, and vari- 
ous other stimulants, have been tried over 
and over again in this affection; I have 
seen no benefit from it. 

The tonic and stimulating plan of treat- 
ment has always been, and is still men- 
tioned in the treatment of amaurosis. If 
I were to enumerate all the remedies of 
this class, which have been recommended 
and actually used, I should have to re- 
count every thing that comes under the 
head of tonic and stimulant, of nervous, 
antispasmodic, and antiparalytic. The 
greatest favourites, however, have been the 
arnica montana, pulsatilla, valerian, black 
hellebore, calamus aromaticus, camphor, 
opium, hyoscyamnus, musk, castoreum, 
phosphorus, ammonia, flores zinci, steel, 
and naphtha; even fried millepedes have 
been strongly recommended. If the treat- 


medicine, and therefore ordered him the 
pil. ferri cum myrrha, the resuit of which 
was, that iv ten days the lad became totally 
amaurotic in the eye first affected, and 
found the other eye becoming dim. This 
was the state of the case when Mr. L, 
first saw the patient, and he deemed it 
necessary immediately to adopt active 
depleting measures, which had the effect 
of preserving imperfect vision in the eye 
last affected, and left the other eye iu the 
same state as whenit came under Mr, 
notice. 

One circumstance which may have en- 
couraged the idea of amaurosis being 
owing to a weakness of the optic nerve, is 
that persons have felt, or fancied that they 
have felt, beiter after the excitement of 
wine, or a full meal ; this may be accounted 
for by supposing that the powers of the 
retina having been partially exhansted, 


ment I have recommended to you be ca-| may be temporarily roused by the excite- 
pable of doing any good ; if the patholo- | ment of the stimulus, but that very sti- 
gical views on which that treatment is | mulus must have the effect of increasing 
founded approach in any degree to cor- | ultimately the mischief : just in the same 
rectness, then all this tarrago of nervous | way as when the stomach is impaired by 
and stimulating substances must not only intemperance, its powers may be momen- 
be inefficacious, but absolutely injurions ; tarily increased by a dram, but no one 
and indeed, on referring to many of the; would ever think of restoring it to its 
articles in this fist of substances, we can-' healthy condition by the continued use of 
not suppose that they could be put into such stimulants, 

the stomach without disordering the; Such are the general principles that 
health generally. If these substances are should direct our treatment of amauro- 
capable of doing any good in this affec- sis ; but it is necessary that I should ad- 
tion, then the antiph.ogistic and evacuant Vert more particularly to some of the spe- 
mode of treatment must be completely cies of amaurosis, since modifications of 
wrong. Lam, however, firmly convinced treatment will be required. There is a 
that the tonic and stimulating plan is en- species of amaurosis referred to organic 
tirely erroneous ; that it ix founded on disease, being accompanied with a visible 
mistaken notions, or rather in complete change in the organ; the pupil having a 
ignorance of the pathology of the affec- deep seated dull or brighter yellow ap- 
tion. Unfortunately this error is not an pearance, like the eye of a cat. The iris 
indifferent one, for if we take up the treat-| is usually changed in colour. Sometimes 
ment of a case of amaurosis on a wrong vessels appear ramifying on the bottom of 
principle, we are not only contributing to’ the eye; the Germans call this form of the 
the progress of the disease, but we are: affection the amaurotic cat’s eye. There is 
losing time which is of the greatest value; complete amaurosis. It is not, however, 
and I have seen but too many cases where a common form of affection; it is seen 
the disease has been decidedly aggravated. most commonly in old persons, but it is 
by the very means used for the purpose; not confined to them: two boys came to 
of removing it. the Infirmary labouring under this affec- 

‘Mr. L. then related a case illustrative! tion, the one about eight and the other 
of the impropriety of this mode of treat-. fourteen years of age. We have no means 
ment, which in a few words amounted to'of removing this affection, or 
this :—A boy at school complained of a| its progress. 
dimness of sight, and a little pain in the 
head ; a surgeon was consulted who ad- 
vised leeches and purgative medicine, | fection in which the disease is con 


nervous amaurosis, that is, an af- 
fined to 


har properly as far they went, but not | the retina, and the other parts of the eye 


are quite sound. This is the affection to 


ently active; the friends, findin 
ed | which I consider the treatment I before re- 


that the affection did not subside, appli 
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; it is| good diet, and moderate use of fermented 
this affection which, in its altimate and liquors, will be advantageous. The com- 


confirmed state, is denoted by the dilated 
and fixed pupil of aclear black colour, 


with total insensibility to light ; this is the | the best plan of treatment. If t 
tion should not give way, which it usually 


bination of tonics and mild aperients, as 
bark and rhubarb, or the former alone, is 


If the aifec- 


state of the properly called gutta 
does under this method, we may resort to 


Sympathetic, or symptomatic amaurosis is 
an affection not upon disease of 


blistering. 


The effect of suckling on the eyes is not 


always clearly explicable on the ground 


the organ itself, but upon the state of some | of debility. Amaurotic symptoms often 


other and remote pa 
miring attention to that particular organ. 


rt, consequently re- | show themselves, in consequence 
influence not hitherto understood ; and 


inflammatory affections of the eyes be- 


of some 


n such a case, the symptoms lead you to : 
come more severe and obstinate in this 


detect the state of the organ affected, and 


you will, by observing them, trace out | state, 


that the affection of the eye is secondary. 
The irritation of teething To children, and 


affections of the stomach from various 
causes, will often produce amaurosis. 
With regard to the complication of 
amaurosis with internal inflammation, I 
am not aware that it is necessary to say 
any thing more: nor do I know that the 
treatment of amaurosis, when occurring 
in gouty or rheumatic persons, will re- 
nire to be noticed. It generally happens, 
that in snch cases the vitreous humonr, as 
well as the retina, is affected, but I would 
rather refer such a case to the head of in- 
ternal arthritic iuflammation, than call it 
amaurosis. 
Pregnant and suckling women are sub- 
t to amaurosis, and it may be account- 
ed for in them by the general fallness of 
the system which takes olace at the pe- 
riod of pregnancy. If such a case should 
come under your notice, you would bleed 
moderately, purge actively, and pnt 
the patient upon a regulated diet. In 
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Lecture XXXV. 
On Diseases of the Respiratory gas 


Gentiemen, 
THe diseases of the organs of respiva- 


suckling women, amaurosis is often the ‘ion constitate a numerous Class, ou ac- 
result of a fullness of habit, produced by count of the namber of parts concerned 
too great indulgence in generous diet, and in the performance of this function, each 
the use of fermented liquors, which many differing in stracture as in office from the 
women are apt to consider as necessary rest. In order to render the subject in- 
for their situation. Antiphlogistic means telligible, it will be requisite to deseribe 
are here necessary, but they should be of generally (he organs themselves, and tw 

ild character. However, anamanrotic af- point ont their peculiarities. 

ection of opposite character, apparently’ The organs of respiration, altogether, 
‘the effect of debility, is frequently bronght may be arr uoder three general 
on by protracted suckling ; it occurs espe- , heads :—Ist, air-passages, through 
cially among the poor, who go on sock- which the air in breathing enters the 
ling for a loug time to prevent the recnr- | lungs, and is again discharged from them 
rence of pregnancy, and who are obliged 2dly. The fungs themselves, which may be 
to work hard, often with insufficient and | considered as the efficient parts of the 
nnwholesome food. Such women become | respiratory apparatus, and in which the 
thin and pale; they are subject to palpi-' b'v0d undergoes its destined changes. 
tation and profuse perspiration. Without and 3dly, The muscles of respiration, by 
any apparent change in the o , they the action of which air is drawn, as it 
complain of dimness, confusion of sight, were, into the lungs, and again expelled 
and giddiness, and see imaginary ap- from them; those by which insyiration is 
pearances before the eye. Itis a matter principally effected, are the diaphragm 
of primary and urgent necessity in such | and intercostal muscles; while expiration 
cases to wean the child, and to avoid ail is accomplished chiefly by the action of 
considerable and fatigning exertion. A the abdominal muscles, but in part also by 
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ON DISEASES OF THE 


the elasticity of the cartilages of the ribs, 
and that of the lungs themselves. 

To understand the mechanism of res- 
piration, which consists in the two acts 
just mentioned, namely, inspiration and 
expiration, or the alternate admission and 
emission of air into and out of the lungs, 
you must consider the lungs as two cel- 
lular bags enclosed within the thorax or 
chest, the hollow of which they com- 
pletely fill, and having no communication 
with the external air, but through the 
trachea, or wind-pipe. Now if this ap- 
paratus for breathing be compared with 
an ordinary pair of bellows, having no 
valve or opening at bottom, the compari- 
son, though rude, will serve to convey no 
inadequate idea of the process of respi- 
ration. The two boards of the bellows 
being forcioly separated from each other 
by the handles, (which, in effect, may be 
considered as representing the muscles of 
insyiration,) a void is created, which oc- 
casions the external airto rush in throngh 
the nozzle of the instrument, in order to 
fill the vacant space. This is the type of 
inspiration. On the other hand, when 
the sides of the bellows thus filled with 
air, are pressed together again, the con- 
tained air is expelled, by the chanvel 
through which it entered ; and this is ex- 
piration, Now the lungs, like the bellows, 
are in themselves passive, and require an 
exterual force to expand them for the re- 
ception of air, This purpose is answered 
by the diaphragm contracting itself in a 
downward direction, and thus enlarging 
the chest longitudinally ; and, secondly, 
by the intercostal muscles, which raise the 
ribs and at the same time carry them 
farther from the spine ; by which the ca- 
pacity of the thorax is enlarged from be 
tore backwards. Theincreased capacity 
thus given to the chest, is soon filled by 
the air rushing in through the wind-pipe, 
as through the nozzle of the bellows. Jn- 
spiratan being thus completed, the con- 
tained air is immediately again expelled 
from tne lings; partly, as I just observed, 


by the natural elasticity of those organs, | 


as well as by that of the cartilages of the 
ribs, and partly by the contraction of the 
abdominal les, (the les of expira- 
fon) which are attached to the lower 
margin of the chest, so as to pull it down- 
wards. The lungs themselves, therefore, 
not being muscular in their structure, are 
altogether passive in the act of respira- 
tion. 


_ The purpose’ answered by respiration, 
is that of changing the condition of the 
blood from the venous to the arterial 


RESPIRATORY ORGANS. 


fected by the influence of the air taken in 
in breathing. Accordingly, the air in- 
spired undergoes a change eee | 
with that which takes place in the bio 
itself; for the air expeiled from the lungs, 
when chemically examined, is observed 
have its orcygea diminished, while an 
equal volume of carbonic acid is found in 
its stead. The exact way ia which these 
changes are effected, is still involved in 
doubt and obscurity. One opinion is, 
that the oxygenous portion of the air in- 
spired passes through the thin membrane 
that forms the sides of the minute ramifi- 
cations of the pulmouary artery and veins, 
so as to combine with the blood passing 
through them, thus giving it its scarlet or 
arterial hue; while, at the same time, an 
equal buik of ready-tormed carbonic acid 
exhales from the biood, and thrown ont 
in thé act of expiration. According to 
this notion, respiration serves to oryge- 
nate the blood, by this meaus rendering 
it more stimulant, ani better fitted tor the 
various purposes of the system, and es- 
pecially for the production of animal 
heat. 

Another opinion is, that there is con- 
tinnally exhaling from the blood in the 
lungs a portion of minutely divided car- 
bon, which aniting chemically with the 
oxygenous part of the air taken in, forms 
with it the carbonic acid, found in the ex- 
pired air. Thus, according to this hypoer 
thesis, respiration is a decarbonizing pro 
cess with respect to the blood, the fovid 
colour which this fluid acquires in its pas- 
sage through the lungs, being attribnted to 
the escape of carbon from it. Which of 


a8 


- these opinions, or in fact whether either 


of them, is the true one, we are still in 
doubt. All that weare certain of is, that 
respiration is essential to lite, and cannot 
be interrupted for even a few minutes 
without absolute destraction And it can- 
not be doubted, therefore, that every con- 
siderable impediment to the performance 
of this function, must be injurious to 
health, so much so, indeed, as not unfre- 
quently to prove fatal.. Thus, the dis- 
eases of this class of organs acquire im- 
portance by the danger that attends them, 
as well as by their frequency and variety, 
and hence the stndy of them becomes a 
subject of great extent and no small dif- 
fienlty. I shall endeavour to treat the 
matter so methodically, as will, I trast, 
serve at least to lessen the difficulty, and 
assist you in regard to practice. 

Following the division before alluded 
to, therefore, I shall first treat of the dis- 
eases of the air-passages ; next, those of 


character; a change that takes place 
during its passage through the lungs 
the pulmonary artery, and which is ef- 


the lungs themselves ; and finally, tho.e 
of the moving powers, the muscles of re- 
spiration. 
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1. Of the diseases of the air-passages.— | 
These passages may be considered as 
commencing at the nostrils; continued 
thence into the trachea, or wind-pipe, | 
with its division and snb-divisions, the 
bronchia, and terminating at last in what 
are called the bronchial ceils, or the air- 
cells of the lungs. These passages are 
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The signs or of 
flammition are a sense of heat and sore 
ness, with dryness, of the membrane 
lining any part of the air passages ; at- 
tended also with redness and swelling, 
the result of the increased vascular action 
of the part. Lu severe cases, pyrexia, or 
a febrile state of system, accompanies 


the di 


lined throughout by a conti mue 
membrane which is every where of the 
same structure, and which is frequently 


the seat cf inflammation ; to this inflan. 
mation, the general name of catarré is 
ss and this, with its consequences, is 

reality the only disease to which this | 
part is liable. 

The air-passages are no where muscular | 
or contract le in themselves ; nor are they 
under the influence of muscles, except at 
the larynx, connected with which a num- 
ber of muscles are found, as will be ad | 
verted to in the proper place. The con | 
sequence of this want of muscularity in 
the air-passages, is that no contraction of 
them can take place (with the exception | 
mentioned in regard to the larynx) ; an 
also that these parts are not liable to 
either » or convulsion, which are 
affections that belong to muscular struc- 
tures exclusively. 

Catarrh is the same disease, as to its 
essence or intrinsic nature, wherever 
seated. There are, however, several va 
rieties which require to be pointed out, as 
the treatment is not in all precisely alike 
I shall first speak of catarrh in general. 

Definition of catarrvh. Inflammation 
of themucous membrane that lines the air- 

ssages in any part.” You will perceive 

re, Gentlemen, that I have formed the 
definition trom the admitted neture of the 
disease, and not from the symptoms, as 
has been usually done. These are very 
various, according to the particular part 
affected, as well as other circumstances ; 
so that it would require a history, rather 
than a definition, to enumerate all of 
them; while no partial account could 
make the subject intelligible to you. The 
general principle contained in the defini- 
tion [ have given, will serve as a land- 
mark, and practical guide throughout ; 
for in every variety of the disease, you 
should recur to the definition, and you 
will find advantage in recollecting, that 
they all consist in inflammation, however 
modified by the attendant circumstances. 

I shall first speak of catarrh altogether, 
without regard to its varieties, for these 
will require to be noticed separately. 


Progress and termination.— After an 
uncertain period (it may be a few hours 
or longer,) the secretion from the part 
returns ; at first, it is thin and watery in 
appearance, but acrid in quality, so as 
readily to irritate and inflame the sur- 
faces to which it is applied. It then be- 
comes more viscid, and afterwards more 


| or less opaque, triable, and copious ; and 


in proportion as these changes take place, 
the inflammatory symptoms subside, and 
by degrees the secretion lessens; till, in 
an inveried kind of order, it retarns to 
the natural state, when the disease is at 
anend. Such is the ordinary course of 
these affections. But in aggravated cases 


4) of the disease, the fluid secreted by the 


inflamed membrane has a sanious and 
even bloody appearance ; or there may 
be actual haemorrhage, in greater or less 
degree. Ulceration al-o may fo low; or 
au adventitious coat of coagulable lymph 
be formed; and sometimes ca:mous ex- 
crescences spring up. 


Causes —The general cause of catarrh 
isthe taking cud, as it is termed ; and 
hence the disease itself is often called a 
cold. Irritating matters of any kind ap- 
plied to the membrane, or inhaled in 
breathing, are sufficient to bring on the 
disease. 

The smoky atmosphere of a large town 
often brings on caturrh in persons unac- 
customed to such a stimulus. When dry 
and cold winds prevail for a length of 
time, especially the east wind, catarrh 
generally becomes epidemic. 


Treatment.—The treatment is merely 
that of inflammation in general, governed, 
of course, by the degree and other circum- 
stances of the case. Slight cases require 
no remedies, the disease soon termiuat- 
ing spontaneously, The more severe ones 
call tor bloodletting, as well as the other 
parts of the «ntiphlogistic or anti-inflam- 
matoy treatment. The proper excep- 
tious to be made, you will, I have no 
doubt, readily understand, after the re- 
peated observations I have given on the 


Now the history of catarrh is merely the 


history of inflammation of the mucous 
membrane in general; and as I have be- 
fore spoken of this, I shall on the pre- 
sent occasion be very brief. 


subject. I must, however, guard you 
against one very ¢rroneous notion that 
‘has been recently entertained and pro- 
| mulgated ; which 1s, that there is some- 
thing so pecaliarly depressing to the ge- 
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ON CROUP. oss 


neral powers of the system in the very 
nature of inflammation of the mucous 
membrane, as will seldom allow of blood- 
letting, and which often requires the use 
of very opposite remedies. This, I say 
to you, with confidence derived from ex- 
perience, is not true, and the acting upon 
such an opinion is highly injurious in 
practice, whether the mucous membrane 
lining the air passages, or that which 
lines the alimentary canal, be the part 
affected. In either case, bloodletting is 
frequently required, and, employed in 
the proper circumstances, is as service- 
able as in inflammation of other parts. 


Let us now consider the varieties of 
eatarrh, which are such as often to call 
for some modification of treatment. Ce 
tarrhal inflammation, then, is chiefly va- 
ried by two circumstances : first, the par- 
ticular seat it occupies ; and, secondly, 
by the nature of the inflammation, which 


may be either common or specific. We | '&- 
y pec | which the larynx communicates with the 


‘mouth, namely, the glottis, is very small; 
iso much so, that a slight degree of swell- 


are to speak first, of course, of common 
inflammation of these parts. 


1. The seat of catarrh may be the nos- 
trils, and the neighbouring sinuses of the 
cheek bones and os frontis. This is termed 
coryza, or coldin the head. 2. It may be 
seated in that portion of the mucous mem. 
brane which lines the larynx, or upper 
part of the wind-pipe, when it is calle 
croup (laryngitis). 3. It may occupy the 
trachea below the larynx, and its ramifi- 
cations, the bronchia; when, either the 
term tracheitis, or bronchitis, might be 
applied. Or, lastly, the disease may be 
seated in the minuter ramifications of the 
air tube, when it must of necessity im- 
pede respiration more or less, according 
toiisextent. Ithas been then, in com- 
mon language, called asthma, and in books 
peripneumonia notha, trom its resemblance 
to inflammation of the lungs themselves. 


1. Coryza, or cold in the head. This is 
the simplest form of catarrh, and is known 


sioning severe pain and feeling of weight 
over the forehead; at other times, it 
affects the lining of the maxillary sinuses, 
producing pain in the cheek bones. Oc- 
casionally it spreads up the lachrymal 
duct, and often the tunica conjunctiva be- 
comes red and inflamed. Proceeding 
backwards into the fauces, the inflamma- 
tion produces slight soreness in the throat, 
with some degree of swelling of the ton- 
sils. Occasionally also it spreads along 
the Eustachian tube, and occasions par- 
tial deafness by obstructing the tube. 

This disease is in general so slight, as 
not to require the use of remedies: if 
more than usually violent, and especially 
if attended with much headach, antiphlo- 
gistic treatment, and even bloodletting, 
may become necessary. 


2. Croup.—This is an inflammation of 
the mucous membrane lining the larynx, 
and is attended by its usual effect, swell- 
i Now in infants, the opening by 


ing is sufficient to materially impede the 


entrance of air into the trachea. This is 


the reason that the disease is so much 
more severe, and even fatal, in infants 
than in adults ; in fact, the term croup is 
seldom applied to adults; not because 
the disease does not exist in them, but in 


consequence of the glottis being much 
larger, the disease is seldom attended with 
the alarming symptoms observed in in- 
fants. 


The essential symptoms of croup are, a 


harsh and shrill tone of voice, observed 
particularly on coughing, and sometimes 
a total loss of voice: the breathing is 
more or less difficult. Other signs are 
the following. The os hyoides, with the 
whole 
breathing. As respiration becomes more 
impeded, the blood is obstructed in its 
passage through the Inngs: the face is 


laryux, rises conspicuously in 


by the usual symptoms. The part be- first flushed, afterwards bloated, and at 


comes hot and dry, with a sense of sore- length livid. 


The brain is often dis. 


ness: there is oiten sneezing also, and: turbed in young infants, and convulsions 


the membrane swells, so as to obstruct ensue. 


The muscles of the larynx are 


the passage of the air through the nos-, irritated, either from their proximity to 


trils. The sense of smell is frequently 
impaired, or altogether lost for a time. 
The secretion of mucus is diminished, 
and what does take place is very dif- 
ferent from the healthy state; it is thin 
and acrid, so as to occasion redness and 
even excoriation of the upper lip over 
which it flows. The inflammation is apt 
to shitt from one nostril to the other, and 
that very suddenly. At times, the inflam- 
mation spreads along the membrane lining 
the sphenoidal and frontal sinuses, occa- 


the inflamed membrane, or from the ace 
tual spreading of the inflammation to 
them. 
muscles are thrown into a state of spasm 
from time to time, so as greatly to ag- 
gravate the symptoms. 


The consequence is, that those 


When the disease terminates favour- 


ably, mucus begins to be secreted, at first 
of a viscid quality, or in flat masses like 
skin; sometimes there is a deposition of 
coagalable lymph, and which is thrown 
off of a tubular form, being an exudation 
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from the whole surface of the inflamed 
membrane. This formation is not, how- 
ever, constant, but is seen only in certain 
cases. Sometimes the inflammation ends 
in increased secretion of mucus merely ; 
someiimes-of pus; according to the vio- 
lence, or some particular modification of 
the inflammation. The formation of ad- 
ventitious membrane is not confined to 
the larynx, but may take place any where | 
in the bronchia ; and indeed wherever | 
the mucons membrane is inflamed, as is 
otten observed in the intestinal canal. 

Croup may exist in different degrees, in 

nt of violence and danger. In some 

stances, it terminates fatally in the short 
space of 48 hours. Some have survived 
repeated attacks; the disease, in gene 
ral, being less dangerous on repetition. 

This disease appears at times to be 
epidemic; or at least it prevails mach 
more at one time than another, partien- 
larly when catarrh in general is preva- 
lent. It is more frequently found in low 
and damp situations, than in the reverse ; 
thus, it is moch more common at Leith 
than at Edinbargh. 


We often hear the terms spasmodic 
croup made use of. Slight cases, which 
have happened to do well without eva- 
cuations, and even where antispasmodics 
that is stimulants) have been given, have 
een termed cases of spusmodic croup. 
We must, however, always bear in mind, 
that the divease is primarily and essen 
tially inflammation. It may, at times, by 
irtitation, produce spasm of the laryngeal 
muscles; buat this is not the disease ; it is 
merely an accidental effect of it. The 
term spasmodic croup, therefore, is im- 
proper. 

The prognosis of croup will, of course, 
be very different at different times ; for 
it is by no means uniformly fatal. In in- 
fants, it is always to be considered day- 
gerous, on account of the small size of 
the glottis in them. Infants also are more 
liable to convulsions; which, therefore, 
make the disease more dangerous, 


The treatment of croup is very simple, 
being that of inflammation in general, 
Bloodletting, if early resorted to, shonld 
be considered as an almost indixpensable 
part of the treatment, and it should be 
done with as much freedom as the cir- 
cumstances will admit of. Venesection 
is infinitely preferable to local bleeding ; 
and the jngular vein is perhaps better 
adapted to the purpose than any other. 
If, however, the child be too young to 
have a vein opened, (which is very 
seldom the case), the application of a 
swall cupping glass, with scarification, 


to the back of the neck, wouid be highly 


serviceable. Leeches may be applied; 
but they onght to be considered as the 
worst mode of taking blood. 

Next to bloodletting, in point of advan- 
tage, is the administration from time to 
time, of nauseating doses of antimony or 
ipecacuanha. Actual vomiting often ap- 
pears to give relief; yet | have sometimes 
observed the patient to breathe worse 
afterwards, perhaps by the act of vomit. 
ing, mechanically stretching the inflamed 
parts. The use of blisters is equivocal; 
they often produce so much general dis- 
order in infants, as to counteract any ad- 
vantage derivable from them. At all 
events, they should not be applied imme- 
diately over the larynx; for the continual 
movement of this part will add greatly 
to the distress they occasion. If used at 
all, theretore, they should be applied re- 
motely from the diseased part. Purging 
is not to be neglected; and where the 
cough is incessant, as is sometimes the 
case, opiates are admissible, to prevent 
the mechanical irritation of the parts 
concerned. 

These are the essential parts of the 
treatment of croup; and nothing else can 
be relied — Great importance, how- 
ever, has been attached by many to the 
use of calomel in And some have 
gone so far as to consider it in the light 
ofa specific. There can be no doubt that 
many persons have recovered ander the 
use of this medicine ; but this alone does 
not prove the efficacy of the remedy. I 
have repeatedly given, and seen given, 
one and even two grains of calomef, every 
hour or second hour, to children of diffe- 
rent ages, till 40, 50, or 69 grains have 
been taken. In some instances, these 
large quantities have produced no sen- 
sible effect of any kind. Some of the 
patients have recovered who have been 
thus treated ; but others have died, under 
equally favourable circumstances. This 
makes the remedy at least equivocal. 
Children often prove very insusceptible 
of the action of merenry; and where it 
produces no sensible effeet, it is not easy 
to conceive that it should be able to cure. 
It requires better evidence than has yet 
been given, to convince me of its efficacy 
in this disease; at least so far as to lead 
me to rely epon it exeiusively, or even 
principally. My advice to you is, to re- 
gard the disease as consisting in inflam- 
mation ; then to consider how this is to 
be best combated. After bloodletting to 
a proper extent, and after counter irrita- 
tion by emetics and purgatives has been 
practised, it is not improbable that calo- 
mel might be of use ; not as a specific, but 
apon general principles, as in other in- 
flammations. . 


SESSESESTSS 


586 
alk: 
the 
tre: 
wit 
ma 
fixi 
bac 
per 
the 
(wi 
ope 
fat 
gre 
ma 
| the 
wh 
the 
ing 
seq 
tim 
ton 
dia 
ius: 
hov 
goi 
ter 
I 
of 
am 
org 
ma 
tive 
| litt! 
| 
eas 


- 


ON TRACHEITIS. 


Antispasmodics, as wether, the volatile 
alkali, the oil of amber, asafcetida, and 
the like, I bave seen employed in the 
treatment of croup; and also fumigation 
with frankincense. These have been used 
upon the idea of the spasmodic nature of 
the disease ; and patients have some- 
times recovered under their use. This, 
however, is rather a proof of the mild- 
ness of the disease at particular times, 
than of the efficacy or propriety of the 
practice. 

When the difficulty of breathing is so 
great as to endanger the life of the pa- 
tient, the operation of tracheotomy has 
been pi Now, without meaning 
to question the on agg | of this, under 

per circumstances, may observe, 
that it is not likely often to prove success- 
fal; as there are obstacles to the perform- 
ance of it, which may prove at times in- 
surmountable. In the first place, the 
iuflammation is apt to spread downwards 
to the bronchia, which must lessen, if not 
destroy, the chance of the operation suc- 
ceeding. In the next place, it will sel- 
dom be performed except in desperate 
circamstances, and where death from suf- 
focation is imminent. At such a moment, 
the least additional obstacle to breathing 
may prove immediately fatal, such as 
fixing the trachea, and throwing the head 
back, which are necessary to an accurate 
performance of the operation. Lastly, 
the difficulty is still greater in infants, 
(who are the most likely to require the 
operation), on account of the quantity of 
fat in the cellular membrane, and the 
great vascularity of this part; which 
makes it next to impossible to prevent 
the escape of blood into the trachea, 
when laid open, and that at a time when 
the smallest additional obstacle to breath- 
ing cannot be sustained without fatal con- 
sequences, 


There is a chronic form of croup some- 
times met with in adults, in which tracheo- 
tomy may be practised with less imme- 
diate danger, and where it is not only 
iustifiable, but proper. It will seldom, 
however, succeed ; the disease generally 
going on to ulceration, and ultimately 
terminating in phthisis pulmonalis, 

Hoarseness (raucedo), and a total loss 
of voice (called aphonia), may be included 
among the affections of the larynx, as the 
organ of voice. That degree of inflam. 
mation which in infants will produce 
croup, may, in adults, be merely prodac- 
tive of the state now mentioned, with but 
little difficulty of breathing. There ap- 
ats however, to be other causes of the 

of voice, and which it is not always 
eary to discover. On some occasions, the 


voice is suddenly lost, and continues so 
for a length of time; and then as snd- 
denly and unexpectedly returns. ‘This is 
not uncommon in females. Relief is 
sometimes afforded in these cases by an- 
tiphlogistic treatment, as bloodletting, 
local or general, blistering, emetics, &c. ; 
but they as often fail, I believe. Mercury 
has been likewise used, and its vapour, 
as well as that of various other things, 
inhaled in the way of fumigation; but 
generally without success. The imme- 
diate cause of the loss of voice may be 
of different kinds ; as tumour, ulceration, 
or other change of structure in the parts. 
A paralytic state of the muscles of the 
larynx has been also supposed to occa- 
sion a loss of voice, and not without pro- 
bability ; since it is found that a division 
of the nerves going to the larynx in ani- 
mals, renders them incapable of emitting 
sonnd, 

After repeated attacks of catarrh, the 
muscles attached to the larynx are some- 
times left in so irritable a state, that a 
very slight degree of irritation at the top 
of the windpipe will throw them into a 
state of spasm, so as nearly to close the 
glottis and threaten suffocation. Thus if 
a particle of bread, or a drop of water, 
touches the part, or slips into the glottis, 
the spasm is instantly excited. The swal- 
lowing a little cold water, or exciting an 
effort to vomit, will generally give relief 
in these cases; while where any thin 
unusual has got into the trachea, it will 
be likely to Le soon dislodged by cough- 
ing. I hardly need observe to you, that 
in the possivie case of any thing becom- 
ing fixed in the glottis, and that cannot 
be dislodged by other means, it may be- 
come necessary to have recourse to tra- 
cheotomy in order to preserve life. This 
is the case of all others, in which the 
operation would be the least liable to 
objection. 


3. Tracheitis, This name might be 
properly given to cases of catarrh, in 
which the inflammation is seated in that 
part of the mucous membrane that lines 
the great barrel of the trachea, below the 
larynx. The great capacity of the tube 
here, as well as the firmness of the carti- 
laginous rings, will prevent any material 
straitening of the tube, so as tu interfere 
with the passage of air into the lungs. 
No difficulty of breathing, therefore, will 
take place in this form of the disease, 
The chief local symptoms experienced, 
will be the usual heat, soreness, and dry- 
ness of the membrane, succeeded by in- 
creased secretion of mucus of different 
qualities, according to the degree and the 
stage of the inflammation, The presence 


DR. CLUTTERBUCK ON BRONCHITIS. 


of this macus will excite coughing for its | 
expulsion, a cough being the natural and | 
indeed almost the only means by which | 
any matter deposited or lodged in the) 
windpipe, or its ramifications, can be got 
rid ot; and thus what is called expecto- | 
ration is effected. Now as a cough has 
commonly a beneficial tendency, being 
intended by nature to expel something 
noxious from the air passages, o1 at least 
something that by its presence might im- 
pede respiration, you are not, as a gene- 
ral rule, to consider the cough as the 
disease, but as one of the symptoms 
merely, and that on many occasions ought 
rather to be encouraged than suppressed. 
It is only when it becomes harassing by 
its frequency and severity, or when there 
is evidently nothing to be vxpelled, that 
‘It can be prop: rly interfered with. 


Sometimes the sensibilicy of the > 
brane is so great, that the mere impMse 
of the air, especially if it be cold or have 
any thing of an irritating nature floating 
in it, will excite coughing. This extreme 
sensibility may render the use of opium 
proper; but you should consider at the 
same time, that this excessive sensibility 
is almost always prodaced and kept up 
by inflammation ; which therefore may 
require bleodletting, and other antiphlo 
gistic means, to subdue it. With thi» 
gualification, opiates are sometimes ad 
missible. As to the remedies usually 
employed under the name of demulcents, 
such as oils, mucilages, syrups, and the 
like, I might be excused from mentioning 
them at all, were it not that you are 
generally required to give something in 
the form of medicine on these occasions ; 
and the substances I have just named, 
are at least innocent. While mankind 
are so ignorant as to believe that nothing 
is to be done in physic without drugs, it 
may be wise in you to fall in with their 
prejudices, provided you do not allow 
yourself to be influenced by them so far 
as to omit what is of real importance. 


4. Bronchitis—In many cases of 
catarrh, of the formJ have just described, 
the ‘inflammation is not confined exclu- 
sively to the main barrel of the trachea, 
but spreads upwards or downwards, and 
produces symptoms accordingly. Thus, 
if it extends upwards, so as to reach the 
larynx, it may prodice hoarseness, or an 
entire loss of voice, as already mentioned. 
On the other hand, if the inflammation 
spreads downwards to the minuter rami- 
fications of the bronchia in the chest, (or 
it may even begin there,) then we have 
the form of catarrh that the older writers 
termed peripneumonia notha, or bastard 


tipneumony, and which is often vulgar- 
ly called asthma, though this term, by the 
general consent of physicians of late 
years, has been confined to a periodical 
difficuity of breathing, which I shail here- 
after advert to more particularly. At 
present, we are to consider what has been 
recently aud not improperly called Bron- 
chitis. 


Definition —This is an inflammation of 
that portion of the mucous membrane that 
lines the smaller ramifications of the bron- 
chia, and the air-cells of the lungs. 


Now when we a:lvert to the minnuteness 
of the ultimate branches of the bronchial 
tubes, it is easy to see that a trifling de- 
gree of inflammation of the lining mem- 
brane of these, must, by the swelling it 
occasions, impede, if not wholly interrupt 
the passage of air throngh them. And 
supposing the whole, or even the greater 
number, of the ramifications of the bron- 
chia to be so affected, the difficulty of 
breathing may be so considerable, ax not 
only to occasion great distress to the pa- 
tient, but even to destroy life. This, in 
fact, is by no means an unusual oc ur- 
rence, especially in old persons. The 
large secretion of mucus, more or less 
viscid, that takes place on these occasions, 
is another cause of obstruction to breath. 
ing. In this state of the air-passages, it 
is next to impossible that the blood should 
undergo the requisite changes in its pas- 
sage through the lungs; first, from the 
difficuity with which air enters the langs ; 
and next, from the thickened and diseased 
state of the membrane, which cannot but 
be unfavourable to the transmission of 
matter throagh it, whether we sup 
oxygen to be combining with the blood, 
or carbon passing from it. 


Symptoms of bronchitis or ipneu- 
monia notha.—Itis not difficnit, trom what 
Ihave just stated, to understand these, 
which are as follow. The breathing is 
slow and laborious,attended with more or 
less of a wheezing sound, The patient is 
generally obliged to lie with the head and 
trunk much elevated. The countenance 
is expressive of anxiety. There is not 
much cough at first, but by degrees ex- 
pectoration takes place, and the more 
copious and easy this is, the sooner is the 
patient relieved. Febrile symptoms at- 
tend, the tongue becoming dry and furred, 
and darker in colour in proportion to the 
severity and danger of the disease. The 
pulse is more or less full and strong, in the 
same proportion. If the patient is old and 
feeble, the pulse begins to fail after a few 
days, respiration becomes more and more 
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EXPERIMENT WITH HYDROCYANIC ACID. 499 


difficult, the extremities become cold, the 
skin livid, the eyes glassy, there is pain in 
the head, and either deliriom or stupor 


comes on; after which the disease soon: 


roves fatal. This is an extreme case, 

Bat by no means uncommon in old and 
feeble su'jecis, If the patient survives 
the attack, he seldom escapes a recur- 
rence of the disease, upon every change 
of season, or exposure to cold. 


This affection is strictly inflammatory in 
its nature ; but it commonly occurs under 
circumstances that are very unfavourable 
to an active antiphlogistic treatment. A 
very limited abstraction of blood, how- 
ever, is admissible in many cases, and is 
often productive of great advantage. 
Blistering, and occasional nausea, may 
also be employed with benefit. When 
the inflammation has yielded a little, 
(which may be ascertained by the tongue 
becoming somewhat moist) the medicines 
termed espectorant, such as the squili, 
garlic, the balsam of capivi, and others 
which you will find under this head in the 
materia medica, may be administered. 
There is much reason however to ques- 
tion their possessing the power ascribed 
to them, that of promoting expectoration, 
at least in a direct way. You will do 
better to cousider them in the light of 
stimulants; and upon this ground to in- 
quire how far they are adapted to the 
circumstances of the case. I do not hesi- 
tate to tell yon, that they are very seldom 
wanted, and that they do not in general 
accomplish what they are supposed to do, 
We take them, for the most part, upon 
trust, and continue them from habit, 
without any adequate proof of their effi- 
cacy. While so much of the practice of 
medicine consists in the exhibition of 
drugs, we shall advance but little, I fear, 
in our knowledge and treatment of dis- 
eases. 


Bronchitis sometimes recurs periodi- 
cally, s9 as to constitute one of the 
varieties of asthma. This subject, how- 
ever, I shall reserve for a future lecture. 
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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 
ANATOMY. 


Sitting of the 23d of May.—Specimens of 
Cancer. 


M. Chomel presented a fine specimen of 
cancer whieh he had found in a woma. 64 
| years. He had taken trom the same per- 
|son several tumours of that description in 
different parts of the body ; Ist, in the 
lungs, which were filled internally with 
small roundish nninfiltrated tumours, at 
least 100 in number. They were of a 
white colour, although internally some- 
what red, spread over with greyish points 
and red striae, formed of a homogeneous 
substance, without distinct structure, 
pretty soft, and could be raised up with- 
out difficulty in the form of a pulp. The 
bronchia were sound, 2d. The liver pre- 


sented similar tumours on its surface, and 
in its interior two very large encysted 
tumours, about the size of a hen’s egg, 
arising trom the deposition of a substance 
more firm, shining, brittle, and having no 
pulp. 3dly. The left kidney and upper 
part of the uterus were for the greater 
part changed into a substance of a deep 
red colour, nearly liquid in the aterns, 
more pulpy in the kidney, and even in 
some points dry, hard, and brittle. The 
woinan bad been ill for nine months; she 
had laboured under irritation of the sto- 
mach, pains in the kidneys, and three 
different attacks of menorrhagia. 


PHYSIOLOGY. 


Experiment with Hydrocyanic Acid.* 

M. Dupuy lately communicated to the 
Academy of Medicine at Paris, the fol- 
lowing experiment which he had tried :— 
He introduced into the mouth of a horse 
that had been destined to be killed, a 
morsel of sponge, which had imbibed a 
mixture composed of seven drops of pure 
hydrocyanic acid, and twenty-four of wa- 
ter. Ina few seconds the posterior ex- 
tremities of the animal began to faulter, 
and he fell; the respiration became noisy 
and accelerated, the nostrils were dilated, 
the mouth open, the tongue, as well as 
the eye and eyelids, affected with con- 
vulsive movements. The fore extremi- 
ties were in a state of flexion: when nux 
vomica has Leen given, they are always 


* Archives Generales, June 1826. 


REMARKS ON 
extended. The animal was in a comatose 


state, and appeared to have lost all sen-|a 


pain, the only part 


A DISEASE . 


of the body thus 
ffected : appetite bad; thirsty; tongue 


sation or movement. Palpitations of the| slightly red ; respiration easy, but weak ; 


heart were frequent. 
M. Dupuy 


made this experiment to| general small and regular. 


pulse sometimes quick and strong, but in 


Infiltration 


ascertain if the hydrocyanic acid did not! of the lower extremities; lower half of 


produce the same effects as are to be 
seen in broken-winded horses. 


On dissection, we find in the latter that | of motion and sensation. 


the chest, aud all the organs below under 
the influence of the will had lost the power 


Notwithstand- 


the lungs are emphysematous, and during | ing the patient complained of frequent 
lite the nostrils much dilated in horses| expansions in the abdomen, which pro- 


under the influence of this medicine. 


duced a very disagreeable feeling of cold, 


The state above described continaed |The faeces and urine came away without 


for twenty-five minutes, and appeared 
likely to cause the death of the animal. 


the patient’s knowledge. Two blisters 
were applied to the spinal column; cool- 


A drachm of the eub-carbonate of am-|ing drinks administered, and an open 


monia dissolved in water was injected 
into the jogular vein. Ina few seconds 
the animal raised itself, and went to the 
stable! and in an hour afterwards no 
sympt remained, except a slight in- 
crease of the respiration and pulsation of 
the heart, and twitchings of the sub-cuta- 
neous muscles. 


Remarks on a Disease of the Spinal Mar- 
row, tending to demoustrate the indepen- 
dant nature of the Functions of the ante- 
rior and posterior Roots of the Nerves. 
By M. VeLpeav. 


Mademoiselle Mavtin, wt. 36, a native of 
Paris, of a middle stature and lymphatic 
temperament, was attacked, at the age of 
twenty-seven, with a disease which as- 
sumed the nervous character. From that 
period to her thirty-fourth year she en- 
joyed good health, but at this time, from 
suffering considerable grief, working late 
at her needle, and living in a low, damp 
situation, her health became deranged ; 
she often experienced a sensation of cold 
in the loins, which was followed by a 
few convulsive motions ; these, however, 
were not of long duration. A short time 
afterwards, the left arm was seized with 
acute pain, which could only be relieved 
by opiates. To these symptoms pains in 
the head, and a cessation of the catame- 
nia, supervened; the power of moving 
the arm entirely left her; convalsiors of 
the lower extremities also came on, and 
were followed by complete paralysis of 
these parts. Ou her arrival at Saint Come, 
the patient was in the following state: 
look, calm and natural; intellectual fa- 
culties perfectiy sound ; loss of the power 
of motion in the lett arm; sensation but 
little altered ; the motions of the right 


arm still possible, but effected with diffi- could not be discovered here. 
duction was flattened, and thicker on the 
left than the right side; in the first direc- 
tion it was three lines in thickness; in 


culty: this limb was the seat of acute 


* Journal de Physiologie, par F. Ma- 


place, opposite to the sacrum, which the 
patient had on her admission, was dressed 
with some stimulating applications. The 
patient gradually sunk; the power of 
moving the right arm insensibly left her; 
she complained of acute pain in it three 
days before death, and on pricking or 
pinching it, she invariably u'tered a 
scream; her speech became feeble, and 
the unfortunate sufferer terminated her 
existence on the 14th of December 1823, 
two months and a half from the time of 
her admission into the hospital. 


Dee.16. Examination of the body, 10 a.m, 


The brain was firm and healthy ; the 
spinal marrow at first sight appeared to 
have andergone no alteration, but as soon 
as the dura matral covering was slit open, 
there were perceived in the lower three 
quarters of the chord, on the arachnoid 
membrane, a large quantity of white 
flakes, something resembling cartilage in 
appearance, from one to three or four 
lines in diameter, and apparently deve- 
oped in the arachnoid membrane itself. 
Ail the posterior roots of the nerves were 
distinct, and presented no change, The 
parts had as yet only been viewed from 
behind; and the spinal marrow cut in 
several points, and seen from this situa- 
tion, showed nothing remarkable ; but on 
lifting it from the spinal canal, an acci- 
dental production was observed covering 
the anterior surface of the medulla »pina- 
lis, from the sixth cervical to the third 
dorsal pair. Its colour was a reddish 


yellow; it was situated between the spi- 


nal marrow and the arachnoid, to the 
furmer of which it seemed firmly united, 


and in such a manner as to press against 


it ; the proper membrane ot the chord 
This pro- 


gendie, bearing date April 1826, but]! the second, at the utmost, a line and half. 


only just published, 


From this (the right) side it could be 


noid 
cian 
logy 
tions 
obser 
an ae 
eulté 
in ep 
dispo 
with 
deser 
the sh 
as M. 
for do 
tion o} 


* Sa 
pearar 
Says, 
covers 
thicker 
Germ: 
Anaton 


if 
i 
£ 
d 
si 
te 
w 
or 
| st 
al 
m 
bo 
na 
ca 
cn 
ish 
sel 
br: 
sar 
ch. 
wh 
Be 
bel 
was 
pea 
mus 
| I 
poir 
tilas 
the 
regi 
mot 
serv 
Ti 


OF THE SPINAL MARROW. 


turned to the opposite one, as far as the 
left anterior lateral which 
it appeared particularly to take its ori- 
gin, and in which part the corresponding 
roots of the nerves could no longer be 
discovered. The posterior roots of this 
side were still visible, but evidently ai- 
tered ou the right; the anterior roots 
were so compressed, that a few filaments 
only could be discovered ; the posterior 
corresponding ones were in the normal 


M. Ollivier in his work, this author as- 
sures us that he has repeatedly seen true 
cartilaginous flakes, and never ossific la- 
mellz.* Had these productions any thing 
to do with the disease which caused the 
patient’s death? We think not: for the 
tumour which was found at the inferior 
part of the cervical region, must have 
compressed the spinal marrow sufficiently 
to have prodaced the paraplegia, and the 
state of the part in the midst of which 
the deposits were situated, was not al- 


state. In fine, the marrow was 
ably flattened by this kind of fungus, but 
more particularly on the left side, This 
bedy appeared to be of a cerebriform 
nature; its tissae was neither fibrous nor 
curtilaginous; the matter neither tuber- 
cnlar nor scirrhons; it was a fat, yellow- 
ish white substance, in which blood ves- 
sels and some filaments of cellular mem- 
brane could be seen ; indeed it had the 
same consistence, and presented the same 
characters, as the body of the chord, of 
which it was an evident continuation. 
Behind this alteration, both above and 
below, the central substance of the nerves 
was sound. No other pathological ap- 
pearance was observed. 

(This specimen will be placed in the 
museum belonging to the faculty.) 


In the above case, there are three 
points worthy of attention :—1. The car- 


tilaginous deposits. 2. The nature of 
the tumour in the cervical and dorsal 
regions, 3. The connexion betwen the 
motbid changes and the symptoms ob- 
served, 

The cartilaginous deposits of the arach- 
noid have been observed by few physi- 
cians ; it is quite anew lesion,* the etio- 
logy of whichis entirely unknown. We are 
ignorant if it impair any particular fanc- 
tions, or if this deposit pass over to bone. 
M. Esquirol, who appears to have first 
observed this change, and who published 
an account of it in the Bulletin dela Fa- 
cullé de Mediciné, found it most frequently 
in epileptic persons, although he appears 
dispo-ed to think that it has no connexion 
with this complaint. This physician has 
described it as of an osseous nature, but 
the short detail which he has given of it, 
as M. Ollivier has remarked, leaves ground 
for doubt. In the accurate representa- 
tion of this morbid appearance given by 


*Scemmering observed the same ap- 
pearances. “I found a few times,” he 
says, **in that part of the arachnoid which 
covers the spinal marrow, cartilaginous 
thickened chalk-like spots.” Seemmering’s 
German translation of Baillie’s Morbid 
Anatomy. Berlin, 1820, p, 248. 


tered, 

2. The canse of the tamonr observed in 
the above case, does not admit of expla- 
nation ; and in similar cases, observed by 
Morgagni, Esquirol, Chaussier, Ollivier, 
Léveillé, there is the same obscurity. Its 
structure did not differ from nervous 
tissne, except that the fibrous appearance 
was more distinct, and the number of 
bloodvessels greater. 

Buta point of great importance for 
science ix the seat of this tumour, in rela- 
‘tion to the roots of the nerves. The point 
| advanced a long time ago on the distine- 
tion of the nerves of sensation and those 
of motion, and confirmed by the experi- 
meuts of Charles Beil, Shaw, Magendie, 
Beclard, Fodera, can be verified in 
the human subject but by the aid of pa- 
thological facts. In this point of view 
the above case is extremely interesting. 
The unnatural growth had so far com- 
pressed the parts as to destroy the ante- 
rior roots of the sixth and seventh cer- 
vical, and the first and second dorsal 
pairs, the corresponding posterior roots 
of the right side only being spared. But 
the fourth and filth pairs go equally to 
the arm, and these were healthy. Was it 
by these that the sensation was main- 
tained? This question naturally presents 
itselt, and we ought not to be silent on it: 
to conceal the difficulties of a question is 
not to remove them. It is, nevertheless, 
fair to say that the symptoms have been 
nearly all confirmed by the appearances ; 
thus the convulsive movements occurred 
a long time in the left arm, when the 
sensation in itwasincreased. This power 
remained to the last, whilst motion was 
lost three mouths before death. 

Thus we found on examination, that the 
anterior roots, or those of motion, had 
disappeared, whilst the posterior ones, or 
those of sensation, had merely com- 


* Ossification of the arachnoid mem- 
brane is an extremely rare occurrence ; 
there is a case, however, of it mentioned 
in the Hallische Litterarische Zeitung for 
the year 1808, p. 153.—Eb. of L. 


591 
hus 
ik ; 
tin 
jon 
of 
der 
wer 
nd- 
ent 
old. 
out 
ters 
ool- 
pen 
the 
ssed 
The 
of 
ner ; 
ree 
z or 
da 
and 
her 
823, 
e of 
d to 
soon 
pen, 
hree 
noid 
shite 
e in 
four 
eve- 
self. 
were 
The 
from 
it in 
itua- 
it on 
acci- 
ring 
pina- 
third 
idish 
spi- 
the 
ainst 
hord 
pro- 
the 
irec- 
in 
half. 
d be | 


selves, but at a later period ; and motion 
was not even quite impossible a few days 


been suspended, on the contrary, was more 


tumour was merely elongated (o the right 


altogether destroyed ; and as for the pos- 


striking case cannot be adduced. Never- 


came on suddenly, whilst the unnatural 


COXALGIA CURED BY MOXA. 


menced to be disorganized. On the right | carried into the rectam, there was felt be- 
, convulsive motions manifested them- | tween these two parts aconsiderable quau- 

tity of dense cellular tissue, but nothing 
indicating a vaginal canal. This proved 
before death; here sensation had never | the total or partial absence of the vagina. 
The patient was cured by the following 


distinct than in the natural state. The | operation, 


A sound was introduced into the blad- 


on the anterior roots, which were not der, and drawn up close tot the pubis, 
2 ~ while an assistant introduced a finger 
into the rectum, to depress it as much as 
y possible. In order to avoid injuring these 
; ry plain, and a more) two organs, an incision of 8 or 10 lines 
in length was made, which was gradually 
theless, if we observe that one side of the | carried to the de - ; : 
A pth of 2 inches. 
cord was quite ry and that - instrament now entered a small cavity 
was a most complete paraplegia, which formed by the vagina, at the bottom of 
growth was slow in its progress, it will — Ad ae 
— a a This was occasioned by an obliquity ot the 
- was turned to t . As it was im- 
in thon | pole to the to it natura 
the ils position, puncture was made by a pha. 
t there is something in this w Wel ryngotome introduced on the finger, 


MATERIA MEDICA. 
M. Robinet on Mustard.—( Idem.) 
This distingnished chemist has dis- 


which immediately gave exit to a small 
quantity of thick blood, of a glney nature, 
without smell, and of the colour of wine 
lees. For the first few days, inflammatory 
symptoms manifested themselves, but 
were subdued by antiphilogistic treatment. 
On the fifth day the matrix was less full 
of blood, had assumed its natural sitna- 


becomes sharper and more blistering. 
Hence, the powder deprived of this oil 
would be mach more active in cases where 
sinapisms are necessary. 


SURGERY. 


Between the meatus urinarius and pos- 
terior commissure of the vulva, the usual 
distance was found, but no trace of a va- 
ginal opening. By means of a sound, in- 
troduced into the biadder, and a finger 


covered, that im pressing the mustard | 
seed even in the eold, there can be ob- | tion, and the sanguineous discharge pass- 
tained 20 per cent. of a fixed oil, having ed in the usnal way. The symptoms of 
little smell and no vesicating power, danger ceased, the swelling of the abdo- 
while the residue deprived of this oil,/™e€® diminished, and the other functions 

became again restored. In a month, the 


cure was complete. 


Coxalgia cured by Moxa. (Idem.) 
presented a young mechanic 


M. 
who had n cured of this disease by 
Amperforation of the Vagina.—( Idem.) |repeated applications of moxa. There 
7 . was anchylosis and shortening of the 

A girl who had enjoyed perfect health | jimp, an fonr centimétres. M. Larry 
till the age of 14, became indis posed from |i, of opinion that the shortening is not 
retention of the menses, She was s0/ caused by the displacement of the head of 
weak as to be unable to leave the bed.| ine femur out of its cavity, but by the de- 
The face was pale, skin discoloured, hot| struction of the head of the bone and 
and dry ; pulse small and frequent; the | cotyloid cavity. At the same time the 
mouth parched ; tongue red; secretions | Baron presented cured, a young man 
suspended, or performed with difficulty. | who had lost by an explosion two-thirds 
There was a tumour in the abdomen, ex-| of the left branch of the lower jaw, a 
tending from the hypochondriam to the | similar piece of the upper, of the palate, 
left iliac region. The pelvis and exter | and edge of the orbit. Several sutures 
nal parts of generation were natural. had been used, and the eye extirpated. 
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THE APOTHECARIES’ COMPANY. 


THE LANCET. 
Zondon, Saturday, August 5, 1826. 


The late prosecution by the Apotheca- 
ties’ Company has elicited some remarks 
from a Correspondent who signs himself 
a “ Constant Reader,” in which he ex- 
presses his desire of seeing that imbecile 
body speedily deprived of all power, but 
a! the same time thinks it necessary ,to 
comment on the danger of, permitting 
persons to act as medical practitioners 
without any preliminary test of qualifica- 
tion. Our Correspondent’s desire is, in 
fact, that of the whole professsion; and 
as to his apprehensions, if, as his desig- 
nation indicates, he has perused the pages 
of THe Lancet, he must be aware that 
we have never been insensible of the in- 
conveniences and the danger which may 
result from the indiscriminate toleration 
of unlicensed practitioners. But these 
inconveniences and that danger can uuly 
be averted by an EFFICIENT test of quali- 
fication, and it is the inefficiency of exist- 
ing tests which furnishes one of the 
strongest reasons for the repeal of the 
Apothecaries Act; but whether repealed 
or not, we hope we shall presently be 
enabled to prove, that if its provisions 
be clearly understood, it can have no 
other effect on the profession and the 
public, than that of exciting unmixed 
contempt for its authors, 

Some of the questions involved in the 
subject to which our Correspondert has 
adverted, are not unatiended with dif- 
ficulty ; and as they are likely in a short 
time to engage the attention of the legis- 
lature, we shall take every opportunity, 
not only of laying before our readers our 
own views and suggestions regarding 
them, but of inviting such a discussion 


and examination of them on the part of 


No. 153. 


the profession, as may tend to ascertain 
the real nature and extent of medical 
abuses, to effect what has been so 
long called for, and is at length demand- 
ed with an energy and an unanimity 
which can no longer be disregarded, and 
which must produce, and that spee- 
dily, A SALUTARY AND THOROUGH MEDI- 
CAL REFORM. 

We will not argue the question with our 
Correspondent, whether any test of qua- 
lification for admission to medical prac- 
tice be necessary, we take it for granted 
that some test is necessary ; for although 
to a certain extent the majority of per- 
sons will weigh the considerations which 
induce them to employ a medical prac- 
titioner, yet there are others who do not 
exercise so sound a discretion; hence the 
encouragement given to quacks by the 
idiotic portion of the commanity. Man is 
responsible in a great measure for his own 
health, and he is no more justified in 
placing himself under the medical guid- 
ance of aman of whose medical skill he 
knows nothing, than he would be in en- 
trusting himself to the pilotage of a clod- 
hopper, through a sea abounding with 
breakers and sandbanks. However, when 
we look at the small portion of intelli- 
gence possessed by the greater por- 
tion of society, and when we reflect on 
the incalculable importance of the pub- 
lic health, it certainly becomes the duty 
of Government to afford the commu- 
nity the means of discriminating between 
the educated and uneducated practi- 
tioner; in fact, to prevent by the most 
rigorous laws, the murderous conse- 
quences which would otherwise inevi- 
tably result from the continual frauds of 
unprincipled quacks. But, is the Apo- 
thecaries Act of 1815 calculated to ac- 
complish so desirable an end? Is that 
Act of a nature to increase the respect- 
ability of our profession, or to secure the 
public against ignorant and mischievous 
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pretenders? Decidedly not: the provi- 
sions of that measure are tyrannous, mer- 
cenary, and inefficient; in fact, as we 
observed on a former occasion, “ that Act 
was framed for private purposes.” “ It 
was projected by avarice, supported by 
intrigue, and enacted by ignorance.” If 
any person will take the trouble to peruse 
that precions document, he will soon feel 
convinced that it fully merits these oppro- 
brious expressions; it contains no com- 


THE APOTHECARIES' COMPANY. 


prehensive view of medical legislation ; 
it is not founded upon broad and extend- 
ed views of medical knowledge, but it 
prescribes for every hapless Apothecary, 
during the best period of his life, a five 
years’ companionship with gallipots and 
mortars behind the counter, in the shop 
of some half witted pharmacopolist, such 
as are to be found in Rhubarb Hall. We 
cannot, however, at this moment, enter 
into a lengthened discussion on this Act, 
nor into the proceedings of the “‘ Associat- 
ed Bunglers” to whom it owes its origin, 
but shall at once endeavour to redeem the 
pledge givenin our last Number, and prove 
that the convictions which have taken 
place under the Apothecaries Act, are 
illegal, and that, in a pecuniary point of 
view, it is not worth the Worshipful 
Company a single straw. 


First, then, what is an Apothecary, a 
simple, a pure Apothecary? in other 
words, what is his occupation? how is it 
to be defined? This of course must be the 
preliminary ; and as the old Ladies them- 
selves have been so obliging as to speak 
on this matter,—in verbose terms have 
acquainted us with an apothecary’s 
duties, we will, in courtesy to the gentle 
Dames, transcribe their own words, as 
recorded in their own Act. 


“To make, mix, compound, prepare, 
give, apply or administer, or in any way 
to sell, set on sale, put forth or put to 
sale, to any person or persons whatever, 
any medicines, compound medicines or 


medicinal compositions, or shall delibe- 
rately or negligently, falsely, unfaithfully, 
frandently or unduly make, mix, com- 
pound, prepare, give, apply or administer 
or any way sell, set on sale, put forth or 
put to sale to any person or persons 
whatever, any medicine, compound medi- 
cine or medicinal composition as directed 
by any prescription order or receipt, 
signed with the initials in his own hand 
writing, of any physician so lawfully 
licensed to practice physic, such person 
or persons so offending shall upon com- 
plant made within twenty one days by 
such physician, and upon conviction of 
such offence before any of His Majesty's 
Justices of peace, unless such offender 
can show some satisfactory reason, excuse 
or justification in this behalf, forfeit for the 
first offence the sum of five pounds; for 
the second offence the sum of ten pounds ; 
and for the third offence he shall forfeit 
his certificate and shall be rendered in- 
capable in future of using or exercising 
the art and mystery of an Apothecary, 
and be liable to the penalty inflicted by 
this Act upon all who practise as suc 

without a certificate, in the same manuel 
as if such party so convicted had never 
been furnished with a certificate enabling 
him to practice as av Apothecary.” 


Aye, this is the business of an Apothe- 
cary, truly ; and in good sooth it appears 
to Le very weil calculated for the capa- 
cities of the worthy people of Apothe- 
caries’ Hall. Yes, it is the duty of a pure 
Apothecary to compound, mix, and give 
the medicines “* prescribed by any legally 
authorised physician.” This, as de-igna- 
ted in the Act, constitutes the art and 
mystery, or in other words, the practice 
of an Apothecary ; his occupation is that 
ofa mere retailer of simpies, and the un- 
paid compounder of physicians’ prescrip- 
tions. How then is it, we would ask the 
gentle Dames of Rhubarb Hall, that in 
all their actions against those whom they 


consider to have infringed their Act, that 
they founded their prosecutions upon the 
circumstance of attendance on the sick? 
What clause is there in the Apothecaries 
Act to render any man liable to a penalty 
for attending a patient, prescribing for a 
patient, and even dispensing the pre- 


scribed medicine? we answer—NONE: 
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prescribing for a patient and even dis- 
pensing the prescription and charging for 
the medicine, unless the prescriber be 
fool enough to style himself APOTHECARY, 
(in which case it matters little what he 
gets,) we fearlessly contend is no of- 
fence under the Apothecaries Act; in no 
part of the Act is it stated to be such, 
and the Legislatme could not for a mo- 
ment have contemplated placing the 
Members of the College of Surgeons 
under the dominion of an insignificant 
company of retail dealers in drugs. Had 
their prosecutions been properly op- 
posed,—had the defendants’ counsel 
read the act attentively, had they un- 


derstood it, and had they founded their 
opposition apon the circumstances we 
have just stated, it is impossible—we re- 
repeat it is IMPOSSIBLE that any convic- 
tion from the nature of the evidence ad- 
duced, could have taken place. Had the 
defendants commenced practice as apo- 


thecaries subsequent to the Ist of August | 
1815, and, as Apothecaries, had they | 
dispensed the prescriptions of Lecatty | 
AUTHORIZED PHYSICIANS, then, indeed, 
they would have rendered themselves 


liable to the penalties of the Apotheca- 


ries Act. Not asingle word is said about 
attendance on the sick, not a word said 
about prescribing, but on the contrary, 
the occupation of the Apothecary is spe- 
cified to be that of retailing simples and 
compounding the prescriptions of ‘legally 
authorised physicians,” and yet the Wor- 
shiptul Company have had the effrontery 
to found their prosecutions on the fact of 
attendance on the sick. Chief Justice 
Best unfortanately on one occasion took 
the Act in the same sense as the Wor- 
shiptul Company, and in consequence 
non-suited a most respectable Member of 
the College of Surgeons, in an action for 
the recovery of a debt for medicines had 
and delivered. Nothing could have been 
more erroneous than the view of the case 


taken by the Learned Judge on that oc- 
casion. 

There is not the shadow of a foundation 
to be met with in the Act, which can jus- 
tity the prosecutions instituted by the 
Worshipful Company—attending and 
prescribing for the sick are not once 
alladed to as forming parts of an Apothe- 
cary’s duties; such was never contem- 
plated by the Legislature. The more we 
examine this instrument, the more are we 
astonished that it should ever have been 
sanctioned by Parliament. It speaks 
indeed of “ public good, public welfare,” 
and other cant of the same description ; 
but what will be thonght of the honest 
intentions of its authors, when we insert 
the following, being its twenty-eighth 
clause : 

“28 Provided always, and beit farther 
enacted, that nothing in this Act contain- 
ed shall extend or be construed to extend, 
to prejudice or in any way to affect the 
trade or business of a chemist or drug- 
gist, in the buying, preparing, compound- 
ing, dispensing, and vending drugs, medi- 
cines, and medicinal compounds, whole- 
sale and retail; but all persons using or 
exercising the said trade or business, or 
who shall or may hereafter use or exercise 
the same, shall and may use, exercise, and 
carry on the same trade or business in 
such manner, and as fully and amply to all 
intents and purposes, as the same trade or 
business was used, exercised, or carried 
on by chemists and druggists before the 
passing of this Act.” 


Now what was the business of a che- 
mist and druggist before the passing of 
this Act ?—Did he not dispense the pre- 
scriptions of LEGALLY AUTHORISED phy- 
sicians ?—did he not retail drugs? and 
more, did he not occasionally, nay fre- 
quently, visit and prescribe for patients? 
Itis notorious that he did. And so he may 
now, without being subjected to any of 
the penalties in the Apothecaries Act. Yet, 
if he style himself apothecary, he can dono 
more, but might then be called upon 
as the slave of the physician, to give away 
his medicine; for it has been seen above, 
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DR. HEWETT. 


that if he refuse to dispense (without 
pay) the prescription of a “ legally autho- 
rised” physician, he becomes liable to a 
penalty of five pounds for the first offence, 
and ultimately the loss of his certificate. 
This is precious law, aud any thing but 
justice. 

In which way then does the Act affect 
the Memsens of the Cottece of Sur- 
GEoNS? In no way whatsoever; they have 
merely to place over their doors SURGEON 
anp Cuemist, (a much more honourable 
title than apothecary,) and then bid 
defiance to the mercenary Old Hags of 
Rhubarb Hall. 

On the subject of the clause respecting 
chemists (which indeed nullifies the Act), 
we will say a few words in our next. 


- 


Our obstetrical friend, Dr. Cornwallis 
Hewett, has materially increased his re- 
putation by publishing a series of cases 
of “ Follicular ulceration of the mucous 
membrane of the intestines,” in the August 
number of the Medical and Physical Jour- 
nal; and although we cannot hope to 
gain any thing by criticizing so /earned a 
writer, we must say that “ follicular 
ulceration” is a term altogether unknown 
to physicians. Follicular ulceration! al- 
ceration like a bug ! Alma Mater forbid! 
But such is the fact, that Dr. Hewett, 
like many other persons, has quite as im- 
perfect a notion of his own language, as 
he appears to have of other matters. 
Baillie had said, (Morb. Anat. p. 100,) 
“In the follicular glands, which are ga- 
thered together in little oval groups, I 
think I have seen ulceration more fre- 
quently than in any other parts of the 
intestines ;” and so what Baillie thought, 
and what every man who has opened a 
few persons dead of typhus fever knows, 
blazoned with the title of “ follicu/ar 
ulceration,”"—and “ Dr. Hewett’s Patho- 
logical Observations” (no one will dispute 


his diagnosis) is spread over seventeen 

pages of letter press, to the great edifi- 

cation, no doubt, of the readers of the 

Journal in question, and its hole and 

corner contributors. By ‘ follicu/ar ul- 

ceration,” we suppose, Dr. Hewett means 
ulceration of the follicular glands, so, at 
least, without further preface, we shall 
understand him, only cautioning him to 
be more wary in future in attempting to 
innovate*. His cases contain nothing 
that we need notice, unless it be his ex- 
treme anxiety to be correct. In some «f 
them the abdomen was not tender to the 
touch, in others it was. The second case 
is headed “ Follicular ulcerations, with 
slight tenderness of the abdomen at the 
time of admission, but not experienced 
again till after a fortnight ;” but whether 
there be pain, or whether there be no pain, 
his treatment is pretty much the same, 
for in this instance, as in others, he gave 
quinine and wine to the total neglect of 
all topical treatment! We do not wonder 
that he has seen so many cases of ‘ fol- 
licndar ulceration.” “ Pressure on the ab- 
domen,” in one case, was ‘* acknowledged 
to give pain,” whereupon the Doctor or- 
ders, Mist. camphore, 3xi.; Carb. ammon. 
gr. v.; Conf. aromat, 3j.; Syrupi. aurant. 
3j., quater in die; calomel and James's 
powder, and takes his leave! A patient 
complained of an “ internal pain” (of the 
abdomen,) which she compared in her 
own emphatic language, ‘‘ to a cauldron 
of pitch and sulphur burning within her.” 

She had “ symptoms of unequivocal peri- 

tonitis,”” (what sort of peritonitis is that?) 

and died. “ Deep follicular ulcers’’ were 
discovered ; but he shall speak for him- 
self :— 

“ Case of Follicular Ulcerations, one of 
which penetrated through the Peritoneal 
Coat, and excited universal Peritonitis. 
Sarah Rawdon, etat. 23; admitted 

May 24, 1826. 


* In another place he has ** bilious- 
coloured,” and in others, other blunders. 
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ON FOLLICULAR ULCERATIONS. 


Left service three days , and is 
stated by her attendant to have been 
no'sy and delirious at night ever since : 
at present is perfectly rational. Says 
she has had a cough for three or four 
weeks, and became seriously ill only on 
this day se’nnight, with rigors and the 
usual premonitory symptoms of fever. Some 
days before her admission, a dose of jalap 
was administered, since which time the 
bowels have been much relaxed. Tue 
ABDOMEN IS VERY TENSE AND TENDER. 
Had severe purging last night, with much 
pain in the belly, for which she took some 
brandy, and she says with great relief. 
Tongue dry in the centre, moist and 
clammy at the edges; pulse 112, soft; 
respiration short and hurried; eye natu- 
ral; little or no headache. 


Hydrar. submur. gr. v.; 

Scammon, gr. xij.; M. fiat pulvis sta- 

tum sumendus. 

Hydrar. submur. 

Pulv. Jacobi (veri), aa gr. ij. ; 

cil. acacia, q.s. ut fiat pilula tertiis 
horis sumenda. 

Haustus ammonie acet. quater in die. 

—Lotio spirituosi fronti, collo, et bra- 
chiis, si mealescat cutis, 

May 25th.—Has had only one evacua- 
tion, and that almost immediately after 
admission, (not kept.) Abdomen dis- 
tended, occasionally very painful; the 
pain moveable, and affecting different 
regions at different times: pressure ex- 
cites pain, but so it does if applied over 
the ribs. Any movement gives pain. She 
is lying on the right side. Pulse 120, 
sott, small; tongue dry, brown; skin 
harsh, not hot. as quiet during the 
night. 

OL. ricini, 5iij. 5 

Mucilag. acacia, 8.; 

Aq. cinnam. 3 vj.; fiat haustus statim 

sumendus ; et repetatur 2dis horis donec 
bis terve dejecerit alvus, 
Mist. camphore, 3i. ; 
Lig. ammonie acet. 3iij.; 
Spuritus e@theris nit., syrupi ii, 


aurantii 
aa 388. 4tis horis. Repetantur pilule. 


26th. 
ing in the course of yesterday, followed 
by cold clammy perspiration, and died in | 


the evening. 


No leeches! no bleeding! no cupping! 
and peritonitis the disease. Had it been 
such a case as CATHERINE Owen's, viz. 
‘abour, then these would have been em- 
ployed with a vengeance. 


Had marked rigors and vomit-; 
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Examination of the body, (26th.)—Ab~ 
domen: A large quantity of discoloured 
serous fluid, with universal peritonitis. 
An aperture as large as a split pea in the 
ileum. On examining the inner surface 
of the bewel, several follicular ulcers 
were found, but none of them had pene- 
trated farther then the mucous and mus- 
cular coats, with the exception of the one 
above mentioned. That this ulceration 
had proceeded from within outwards,— 
i.e. that it had commenced in follicular 
enlargement and ulceration, producing 
erosion of the subjacent peritoneal coat, 
was obviously shown by the different size 
and appearance of the ulcer, as viewed 
from the side of the peritoneum or of the 
mucous membrane. The perforation of 
the peritoneum did not exceed the size of 
a split pea, while the erosion of the mus- 
cular and mucous coats extended over a 
space not less than a shilling ; its margins 
being raised and jagged, and presenting 
an appearance exactly resembling that 
hereafter described as the effect of fol- 
ticular ulceration. The mucous mem- 
ha of the stomach was highly vascu- 
ar. 

Thorax : Lungs partially hepatised. 

Fiead: A small quantity of fluid be- 
tween the arachnoid and pia mater, and 
also in the lateral ventricles.” 


So much for Dr. Hewett’s cases of 
follicular ulcerations” and follicular 
enlargements.”” We now proceed to his 
pathological observations.” 


* His cases show,” he says, ‘‘ that the 
disease (follicular ulceration) seems at 
first to be limited to the mucous follicles, 
affecting both the glandule aggregata 
and solitaria, more especially the former, 
where distributed over the ileo-ceecal por- 
tion of the intestines; that their orifices 
may be seen plugged up, with a dark and. 
morbidly inspissated secretion ; that this 
secretion continuing, and being pent up 
within the follicle in consequence of the 
obstruction of its orifice, tumefaction of 
the gland necessarily ensues, as in the 
sebaceous follicles in acne punctata ; that 
these mucous glands may be seen in vari- 
ous stages of enlargement, at first only 


} slightly elevating the mucous membrane, 


and by their protrusion of it presenting 
an uneven granulated surface, like that of 
dried seal skin; that in most instances 
the incipient tumefaction of the follicles, 
and in many instances their ulceration 
takes place without any increased vascu- 
larity of the neighbouring surface; that 
the disorganizing process, by affecting 
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BIL£, BUZZARD’S FISH DIET. 


many of the contiguous mucous glands, 
forms ulcers of the size of a sixpence or a |; 
shilling, or even larger in some instances, 
without any increased vascularity, but 
more generally with elight redness and 
considerable thickening of the mucous 
membrane immediately surrounding the 
marginof the ulcer; that the margins of 
ulcer frequently’ at least in 
early sta uckered, 

exhibits a — irregular surface, with 
little projecting masses of enlarged and 
sloughing tollicles, or presents a sloughy 
ash-coloured appearance, resembling that 
of chancre, or displays a dirty yellow 
hue, from the bilious-coloured teculeut 
matter adhering to it; thatthe mesenteric 
glands, communicating with such ulcers, 
are generally found increased in size and 
vascularity ; and sometimes, when cut 
into, resembling, in colour and consis- 
tence, the pulp of a Morella cherry, or 
even that of a red cherry. 


Every man who has examined a few 
bodies, dead of typhus, has seen that con- 
dition of the mucous coat of the intes- 
tines, particularly of the rectum, which 
Dr. Hewett speaks of ; also, the ecchy- 


mosed spots and ulcers in a state of re- 
paration, described by Dr. P. Latham in 
his book on the flux of the Penitentiary. 
The latter physician has, or had, several 
preparations of ulcerated intestine, but as 
far as we recollect, principally of the 
rectum. The mucous membrane of the 
smaller intestines, has often appeared to 
us to have disappeared altogether; and 
this has most frequently been found with 
ulcers, resembling chancre, in the rec- 
tum, which intestine should seem more 
disposed to ulcerate than any other, we 
suppose, on account of its structure. 
Dr. Hewett supposes that his “ patholo- 
gical views” afford an additional, and pow- 
erful argument for active and persever- 
ing purgation in the early stage of fever ;” 
and certainly if he have proved that the 
“ first step towards follicular ulceration 
is obstruction of the orifice of the gland by 
its own morbidly inspissated secretion,” 
the practice would appear to be indi- 


is kept up by frequent drastic purgatives, 
is often itself “ the first step” towards 
ulceration of the intestines, and can do 
no good. 

Under the head of errata at the end of 
the Journal, the Editor has corrected Dr. 
Chambers’ blunder, of “ alternd qudque 
mane” (alterno quoque mane), which we 
noticed a week or two ago, by substitut- 
ing “ alternis diebus mane.” And this 
is an error of the printer, forsooth !—fer- 
rum tamen ossibus heret. 


The Venereal Ward of Guy’s Hospital, 
appropriated to females, contains 42 
beds, but latterly the surgeons have only 
been permitted to admit eight of these 
unfortunate objects of charity ; thus leav- 
ing 34 beds unoccupied. We have asked 
the reason of this, and the only answer 
we can gain from the surgeons is, that 
it is the will of the Treasurer. We can- 
not help thinking, that itis a monstrous 
and crying injustice that a large number 
of destitute females should be weekly 
refused admission, driven to pursue 
their avocations and to spread abroad dis- 
ease. Surely the funds of Guy's Hospi- 
tal are ample enough to provide for these 
unfortaunates. We therefore intreat the 
Treasurer to reverse his decision. 


Benighted Bill Buzzard, “ in pursuance 
of his duty to promote sound pathology, 
and to discountenance practices which 
have a contrary tendency, ” has put all 
the patients in his hospital on a fish diet. 
Joe Burns on hearing the fact, observed 
that he never thought there was a lack of 
fishes, and d——d queer fishes too, in 


that Eastern 4battoir.* 


* This is the name given to the places 
where they knock down, alias kill cattle 


cated ; but the perpetual irritation which 


in Paris. 
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ABUSES IN THE METROPOLITAN HOSPITALS. 


ANTIQUITY OF PHRENOLOGY. 
Ir is very evident that the ancients attri- 
buted certain moral attributes to certain 
developments of the brain; or what 
amounts to the same thing, they invaria- 
bly represented their heroes, poets, and 
priest- with such heads as they supposed 
to be in perfect correspondence with their 
characters ; and how could they have ar- 
rived at this, if they had not observed 
something peculiar in the general forma- 
tion of the heads of such persons? The 
minute study of the cerebral functions is 
a work of modern times, and the localiza- 
tion of the mental powers to certain or- 
gans is generaily supposed to have origi- 
nated with the present Dr. Gat. We 
have lately, however, seen a very curious 
document printed at Rome in 1632, re- 
presenting, among other things, the hu- 
man head, on which are drawn three cir- 
cles, subdivided in their perpendicular 
diameters, and within each of the semi- 
circles thus formed is written the mental 
power supposed to reside in the corres- 
ponding part of the brain. The powers 
thus marked are as follows:—Sensus * 
communis ; imaginativa ; phantasia ; cogita- 
tia; memoria; virtus motiva: thus exhi 
biting what the author supposed to be 
six elementary or primitive powers — 
Common sense, and the imaginative fa- 
culty, are placed on the lateral and upper 
part of the forehead, just where No. 20, 
or ideality, now holds its seat. Memory 
and virtue occupy the place of No. 5, 
inclining a little to No. 4. Phantasy, 
and the cogitative power, are placed in 
the line between the two preceding, viz., 
where No. 12, or circumspection is mark- 
ed on the modern phrenological bust. 
Between this line of organs and the sum- 
mit of the head, is the sentence, ** Homo 

ui ad universi ordinem conformatus, 

r. pixpoxocpos.” The whole engraving 
occupies a large folio sheet,t represent- 
ing, in a tabniar manner, the crude no- 
tions of the times respecting the actions 
of the elementary physical agents on the 
mind and body of man. 


* We have copied the words literally ; 
perhaps the substantive facultas is un- 
derstood to be connected with the ad- 
jectives imaginativa and cogitativa. 


t The title is worked up in a very 
wystified manner, with Hebrew and 
Breek letters, the symbols of the Trinity, 
&c.; but beneath all this we find the 
words “ ordo universi et humanarum 
scientiarum prima monumenta.” 


It is a fact yet more curious, that this 
see was engraved by a THEODORU 

ALLENS, at Antwerp, in the Nether- 
lands, and was taken to Rome to have 
the impression struck off. The present 
Dr. Gaui is, we understand, a native 
of Holiand, and his family is the only 
one of that name in the kingdom, so 
that the said Theodore Gall must have 
been one of the Doctor’s ancestors; but 
we do not mean to say that the Doc- 
tor acquired his notions of phrenology 
from him. There may be hereditary 
modes of thinking as well as hereditary 
bodily shapes, and so the Doctor may be 
a phrenologist without plagiary, in virtue 
of his phrenological descent. The out- 


line of the head, engraved on the sheet 
all, 


just mentioned, may be termed a 
family likeness of the present Dr. 
now residing at Paris. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 

Str,—From what I have been able to 
observe since the establishment of Tue 
Lancet, | am induced to believe that the 
welfare of the junior branches of the 
medical profession is a principal motive 
which has stimulated the conductor of 
this journal to persevere in his labours ; 
and, supposing any subject which is con- 
dacive to that end may find a place in 
your pages, I intend making you ac- 
quainted with an abuse which exists in 
some, if not all, of our Metropolitan Hos- 
pitals, and certainly must be prejudicial 
to the students attending the practice of 
those establishments. At the present 
time, when a patient presents himself at 
an hospital, and his appearance leads the 
presiding surgeon to suppose he can possi- 
bly pay a private practitioner for his at- 
tendance, he is recommended by the sur- 
geon to go to Mr. (whoever it may 
be), a friend of the surgeon’s, residing in 
his neighbourhood, and he will do all that 
is requisite for him. Thus many cases 
which would frequently prove instractive 
to the students, and consequently bene- 
ficial to the public, are thrown from the 
inspection of the junior branches of the 
profession to increase the revenue of some 
private practitioner. This is not an evil 
occurring casually, or once a month: no, 
it occurs daily, | am informed, in most of 
the hospitals, and I know, from my own 
observation, in two of them. Let the 
surgeons look to this, or I shall be com- 
pelled to bring forward the subject again, 
and then name the principal offenders, 
I can imagine that a dresser in a hos- 


pital may take opportunities to send away 
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patients to his young friends in prac- 
tice, but dressers are young in ex- 


, and do not look to the conse-/| the horse. 


uences which would ensue if such liber- 
ties were universally allowed ; but I can- 
not forgive a surgeon of such an esta- 
blishment who, e regardless of his 
own reputation and the improvement of 
his student, sends a patient from the 
hospital to oblige any onc. I say re- 
less of his own reputation, because 
e world is so censorious that there 
are persons who would not scruple to 
insinuate a pecuniary arrangement be- 
tween the hospital surgeon avd any one 
to whom he may send the patient: of 
such an imputation I acquit them, for I 
do not really think they deserve it. 1 am 
aware there are cases which require to 
to be seen frequently, where perhaps it 
‘would be too far or injurious to the*pa- 
tient to be constantly running to the 
hospital, and also that sometimes people 
apply whose circumstances do not rea- 
sonably entitle them to charitable relief; 
these are not what I complain of ; it is 
the abuse of a practice, which is some- 
times but very rarely necessary 
July, 1826. J. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Si1r,—As you are about to introduce to 
the notice of the lic Mr. Professor 
Coleman and his “ College,” I should be 
very sorry to see him wince under the 
pressure of a saddle that don’t fit; and 
therefore I hope you will not style him a 
stable-keeper ; for although it is perfectly 
true that what you designate the Pan- 
cras Livery Stables, have materially con- 
tributed to the wealth he has accumulated, 
Tam sure those best acquainted with these 
matters will acquit him of all interference 
with Stable ment; indeed, with 
such multifarious duties as are imposed 
upon him, how can it be otherwise ; as, 
for instance, Professor to the Veterinary 
College ; Veterinary Surgeon General to 
the British Cavalry ; Veterinary Surgeon 
to the Ordnance ; Druggist General and 
Contractor for the Government Horses ; 
Lecturer to the Farriers at the Woolwich 
Depdt; Lecturer on “ Veterinary Science” 
at the College; and Receiver of Fees for 
his own use from Pupils of the “ College,” 
the paid Teacher of the Business of Shoe- 
ing, yet the Patentee, in triplicate, of fan- 
ciful horse shoes ; it is true nobody thinks 
these fancies worth using, bat still the 
attempt to keep for his own exclusive 
benefit a part of that art he has been 
paid, and amply paid, for teaching, re- 


inging the same. 


THE VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


Anxious on every subject that concerns 
the welfare of my oid and esteemed friend 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Paut Hanpsrusn, 
—— Stables, Melton, 
July 22, 1826. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sirn,—As a friend of Mr. Coleman, I 
cannot be an uninterested spectator of 
the veterinary war, at present carried 
on under your regulation. Your declara- 
tion of strict impartiality, and a fair field, 
is highly creditable to you, and I trust 
that you will not allow any of the parties 
concerned in the contest, to use the im- 
proper weapun, vulgar abuse ; in all dis- 
courses in which science is concerned, 
coarse language should be reprobated. 
In fact, such language weakens accusa- 
tion, and defeats its own purpose. The 
education of veterinary surgeons has, of 
late years, been so much improved, that 
they now rank with gentlemen, and ought 
to speak and write like gentlemen. I 
have read in your last number, with sen- 
timents of the strongest disapprobation, 
the letter of Mr. Beard ; the lofty figura- 
tive style which he assumes, his shafts, 
and his flashes, and his showers, are 
laughable enough, and harmless, but his ill- 
natured accusations brought against Mr. 
Coleman, without a shadow of proof, are 
in the highest degree reprehensible, If 
such vague invectives be tolerated, 
character can be safe ? 

The whole amount of allegation 
against the College, as far as I can 
collect it, is, that in its interior it is 
corrupt, and thatits Board of Examiners 
are incompetent. In answer to the first 
charge, nothing can be said, for nothing 
specific or tangible is adduced ; but with 
respect to the second, I beg leave to 
make a few remarks. 

From the medical part of the Board of 
Examiners, no one could expect a prac- 
tical knowledge of the veterinary art, 
nor do they themselves pretend to any 
such knowledge ; but with veterinary 
science, with the theory of veterinary me- 
dicine, and with the nature and proper 
treatment of those diseases of the horse 
which are analogous to the diseases of the 
human subject, they may be, and I have 
no doubt they are, well acquainted. Some 
of the present members of this Board, are 
also eminent as general physiologists, and 
comparative anatomists. That part of 
the examination which relates to prac- 


tical veterinary knowledge, seems chiefly 
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TUMOUR OF_THE OVARIUM. 


and very properly entrusted to Mr. Cole- 
mau, whose competence I believe no one 
doubts, and whose faithful discharge of 
his duty, without prejudice or partia- 
lity, has never, for nearly thirty years, 
been called in question. But in this in- 
vestigation, Sir, by far the most important 
circumstance has been wholly overlooked. 
The Board of Medical Examiners con- 
sists of gentlemen, all of whom have been, | 
or actually are, teachers of medicine, 
surgery, anatomy and chemistry; and’ 


HOSPITAL REPORTS. 
HOSPITAL OF SURGERY, 
Panton Square, St. James's. 


TUMOUR OF THE OVARIUM. 
This case excited unusual interest from 


j 
to ee its leading to the discussion of one of the 


admitted gratis; so that in addition to; 


the practical knowledge obtained at the | ™0st important 


practical points of sur- 


College, they may, if they please, ac- bac 


complish themselves in ornamental and 
useful science, and even qualify them- 
selves to exercise the duties of general 
surgeons. Now, by any change in the 
constitution of this Board, what advan- 
tages equivalent to these, could the ve- 


terinary pupil gain ? 


I am no advocate, Sir, for abuses of 


any kind ; and if such exist in this institu- 
tion, let them by all means be reformed. 
For this purpose, let a representation 
of what is wrong in the system or prac- 
tice be in the first place made tothe gene- 
ral managing committee, who have the 
appointment of officers, and the general 
superintendence of the affairs of the Col- 
lege, and if they refuse inquiry, an ap- 
peal may be made to the public, I see 
nothing in the present mode of proceed- 
ing, which appears calculated to answer 
any good purpose. On the subject of 
this letter I have had no communication 


whatever with Mr. Colemaa, or the Board 
of Examiners. 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


London, July 26. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 


Sin,—Between ourselves, but it must 
ge no further, I think (but you know it 
is no business of mine) that every thing 
is not “ quite correct" about the apo- 
thecary’s department of St. Thomas’s 
Hospital. I am quite anxious to know 
whether it has always been customary to 
supply the parson, steward, and registrar 
with vinegar, for pickles ‘and other cuii- 
bary paren. If they are determined 
to make pickles with ital vinegar, why 
I will find the jars. I have been “ drop- 
ping in” to the apothecary’s shop this 
morning to taste some mulled wine. You 


eball soon hear again from 


Pau Pry. 


e patient had been, previous to her 
application to this Hospital, under the 
care of Dr, Tweedie. 

July 25. Mrs. B., et. 38, about nine 
years ago, perceived accidentally a tu- 
mour about the size of a small orange in 
the left iliac region, perfectly moveable 
and freé from pain. It slowly though 
gradually increased in size, which induced 
her to consult an eminent surgeon, who 
recommended .repeated leeches, the mo- 
derate but continued use of mercury, and 
sirict rest in the horizontal position. Un- 
der this plan the bulk of the tumour was 
not perceptibly reduced, but it remained 
stationary for some time, when it again 
mee | till it acquired the size of a 
melon. On examination, this tumour is 
at present of a firm consistence, not pain- 
ful on handling, and occupies the centre 
of the abdomen, from the pubes to the 
umbilicus. It is perfectly moveable, and 
apparently unattached to the surrounding 

ra. 

Her general health is somewhat im. 
paired, the functions of the stomach are 
deranged, and she has frequent and vio- 
lent attacks of spasmodic action of the 
stomach, which the most powerful stimu- 
lants scarcely relieve. 

The menstrual discharge is irreguiar— 
atone period there is scarcely any ap- 
pearance of the ordinary secretion, while 
at another violent floodings come on, 
Within the last six months she has twice 
suffered attacks of the most profuse he- 
morrhage, from the consequent debility 
of which she has scarcely yet recovered. 

From the bulk, position, mobility, du- 
ration, and suffering, occasioned by the 
tumour, Mr. Lawrence and several other 
surgeons agreed with Mr. Wardrop in 
considering it a fit case for excision, if 
such an operation ought to be performed, 

We have recorded this case as an ex- 
ample of diseased ovarium, but Mr. W. 
is doubtful on this point, and suspects 
that it may be a tumour attached to the 
uterus by a long and narrow neck, of 


PARAPHIMOSIS. 


which ne aas seen more taan one exam- | tinued to come away easily, aud im other 

ple. If this opinion be correct, it makes: respects he felt remarkably well. 

no difference in the treatment proposed,| On the sixth day he was dismissed at 

as the removal of the tumour will be ac-| his own desire, with advice to keep the 

complished with equal ease and safety. | bowels rather more open than natural, to 
apply leeches to the perineam occasion- 
ally, and to live a sober and virtuous life. 


DISEASE OF THE PROSTATE GLAND. ee 


J. S., wt. 64, complains of Jifficuity in} SCIRRHUS OF THE MAMMA. 
making water, which generally comes) A, L., wtat. 52, perceived, accidentally, 
away by drops, but sometimes cannot be | twenty months ago, a small tumour im. 
a particularly after commit-| mediately under the skin of the outer 

g the least excess in drinking. Has) part of the left mamma, which has since 
frequent calls to void lis urine, and on) gradually increased in bulk, and is now 
making the attempt is often five or ten as big as anorange. At first the skin ap. 
minutes before a drop is evacuated.| peared discoloured, which discolouration 
Complains also of a sense of heaviness| has gradually extended with the growth 
and bearing down at the neck of the|ofthetumour. There is a small hardened 
bladder, with an uneasy tingling sen-| gland in the axilla, and a bundle ot 
sation at the extremity of the penis. | lymphatics passing from the mamma to 
For twelve years he has had more or|this gland. Complains of pain in the 
less difficulty in passing his urine, but) shoulder, shooting from the mamma. 
within the last two years the size of the | Catamenia regular; unmarried. 
stream was very much diminished.) This case, like several others to which 
Eighteen months ago, after drinking we have alluded, was considered by Mr, 
freely, he was suddenly seized with re-| Wardrop as highly improper to be touch- 
tention of urine, which was drawn off by | ed with the knife, such a practice in all 
acatheter. From this time he remained | the cases he has ever seen, not only caus. 
pretty well, passing his water in a very | ing great unnecessary suffering and pain, 
small stream as formerly, until three| but never failing to hasten the progress 
weeks ago, when from the same cause,! of the disease to a fatal termination. She 
(viz. excessive drinking), the urine was! was advised to apply leeches occasion- 
again retained. He was now taken to a| ally, and to keep her bowels moderately 
country hospital, and the bladder punc-/ open. 
tured from above the pubes. Two nights 
SLOUGHING ULCER, WITH PARAPHIMOSIs. 
ance. The progress of the disease, which was 

On introducing the finger into be rec-| -© alarming on this patient’s admission, 
tum the prostate gland was found to be} “45 speedily and permanently arrested 
very much enlarged. From the history| ¥y copious depietion. 
of this case, Mr. W. was of opinion that| J. W., etat. 25, a carpenter, of a strong 
the prostate gland, which had long been|@thletic form, applied to this hos- 
diseased, was now attacked with common) pital on account of a paraphimosis, ac- 
inflammation. In place, therefore, of in-| Companied with derable swelling of 
troducing instruments into the bladder | ‘he penis, and a sloughing sore behind the 
merely with a view to draw off the urine,| slans. He stated that three days be- 
which in such cases, by the irritation they | ore, the prepuce was pushed behind the 
generally create, increase the inflamma-! §!4ns during connexion, which it had not 
tory symptoms, he recommended an an-| een for several years; that he could not 
tiphlogistic system of treatment ; accord-| Teturu it; and next day, having taken a 
ingly he was bled at the arm to 5xvj, and | reat deal of exercise, the prepuce swel- 
ordered to take a calomel pill at bed time.| '€d to its present size. He observed the 
He felt much relieved immediately after|“lcer the morning after the connexion; 
the bleeding, and on attempting to make} When he came to the hospital he had 
water, it flowed more freely and in a con-| ™uch difficulty in making water, from the 
tinued stream. The uneasy sensation at| constriction of the prepuce. 
the neck of the bladder was also much| Instead of giving bark and wine, as is 
relieved. by no means an unusual practice in such 

On the second night he was again bled , cases, Mr. Wardrop ordered the patieut 
to 3xiv. and the calomel pill repeated, | to be bled ad deliquium, and to take every 
with the same good effects. three hours two grains of calomel and 

On the fifth day, eight leeches were! James’s powder, giving a dose of senna- 
applied to the perineum. His urine con-| mixture between each powder. He was 
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AFFECTION OF THE SPINAL CHORD. 008 


accordingly bled to 25 ounces. He felt 
much relieved, and could pass his urine 
with less difficulty. At night he was 
ordered to take two grains of opium after 
the operation of the medicine. 

2d day. His bowels were freely opened 
this morning, but he suffered excraciating 
pain during greater part of the night from 
chordee, 

This morning his pulse is still not easily 
compressible, and his face is much flush- 
ed. Tobe bled to 3xxv, and repeat the | 
powders every three hours, with two’ 
grains of opium to be taken at bed-time. 

3d day. His bowels were not opened | 
till last night, after having taken 1 drop | 
of the croton oil, which operated power- 
fully. He took the two grains of opium, 
and passed a good night. The appear- 
ance of the penis is very much improved, 
the inflammation having greatly subsided, 
and the sore has put ona granulating ap- 


mon. ; 
Subm, hydrarg. aa. gr. ij. ft. pil. 
to be taken at bed time. 
6th day. Since last report he has been 
daily improving. A solution of the liq. 
ammon. acet. has been applied to the 
penis for the last two days. The swelling 
and inflammation have almost entirely 
subsided, and the ulcer nearly healed. 
On the 7th day he left the hospital. 


GUY'S HOSPITAL. 


Mr. Key admitted the following cases 
into the Hospital on Wednesday, June} 
the 28th | 

Males.—Irritable bladder ; affection of! 
the spinal chord ; exostosis ; aneurism of 
the posterior tibial artery ; cancer of the | 

; abscess in the loins; psoas ab- | 
acess, 

Females.—Uicer of the leg; pains in 


IRRITABLE BLADDER. j 


The disease occurs in the present case: 
as a consequence of gonorrhea; the de- 
sire to evacuate the urine is very fre- 
quent, with a distressing bearing down; 
tensation in the perineum, The patient, | 
a middle aged man, has had a clap one: 
month, and has laboured under his pre-; 
sent affection upwards of a fortnight.— 


Ordered to take twenty-five drops of the 
liquor three times a day. Dis- 
mi afier a few days, cured. 


AFFECTION OF THE SPINAL CHORD. 


J. P., a young man, healthy in appear- 
ance, had been ill one month ; confined to 
his room a fortnight. He was first at- 
tacked with obstinate constipation and 
violent pain in the bowels; he afterwards 
had pain in the chest and at the lower 
part of the spine, the latter of a dull 
aching kind. A difficulty of expelling 
the contents of his bladder and of moving 
his legs, were the next symptoms; these 
progressively increased until he was to- 
tally incapable of emptying the bladder, 
or of moving the lower extremities ; at 
the same time, the power of sensation in 
the limbs was so much lessened that he 
Was not conscious when the skin was 
pinched or pricked. The power of con- 
traction too, in the sphincter ani, was 
partially destroyed, for when the bowels 
were in a lax state he could not retain 
his feces. 

It was for the purpose of obtaining 
relief from the foregoing symptoms that 
he sought admission into the Hospital, 
He had been cupped over the lower part 
of the spine ; had used the warm bath; 
and for some time had had the catheter 
passed daily, in order to empty the blad- 
der. He attributed his indisposition to 
the circumstance of being exposed, ona 
— occasion, to the conjoined in- 

uence of wet and cold, in his capacity 
of cooper at the London Docks. On the 
day after admission, when visited by Mr, 
Key, he complained of much pain at the 
lower part of the spine, more especially 
over the sacrum, but there was no ten- 
derness at this part on pressure; when 
the bladder was quite full, he said that 
by pressing firmly on the pubic region, 
the urine would flow ; there was no fe- 
brile excitement; the tongue was clean, 
and bowels regular ; pulse about 80. The 
catheter to be passed twice a day ; to be 
cupped over the lower part of the spine 
and blood abstracted to the amount 
ten ounces. The mercurial liniment (P. L.) 
to be well rubbed in over the part in pain 
every nigat. 

July 11. The improvement in this case 
has been progressive since the patient's 
admission. We find him to day walking 
about the ward, and only complaining of 
weakness in the limbs. The bladder has 
resumed its natural tone; the catheter 


A sound was passed in consequence of; has not been introduced dusing the last 
the patient’s stating that he had a strie- ; six days. The man wiil shortly leave the 


ture; no stricture, however, was found. 


Hospital. 
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The foregoing may be termed an idio- 
pathic affection of the spinal chord, in 
contradistinction to the symptomatic, or 
that which is the result of injuries to this 
part. The case was distinguished by 
the same symptoms which characterise 
concussion, or compression of the spinal 
marrow. Of the immediate pathology of 
this affection, or the condition of parts on 
which it depends, we can only form our 
conjectures ; it is, however, highly 
bable, that some effusion had taken — 
on the spinal chord, and thus its func- 
tions were interrupted. This was the 
opinion of Mr. Callaway, who saw the 
patient before his admission into the Hos- 
pital, and also of Mr. Key. 


CANCEROUS DISEASE OF THE NECK. 


The subject of this distressing and irre- 
mediable malady is a labouring man, 43 
years of age. The disease is of ten 
months standing; it first made its ap- 
pearance as a small hard swelling, be- 
neath the lower jaw, on the left side. 
This tumour rapidly increased, and in a 
short time ulcerated, since which period 
he has suffered great pain, of a lancinat- 
ing kind. 

At the time of admission there was a 
deep ulcer, or cavity, of the size of a 
crown piece, immediately below the level 
of the lower jaw; the finger passed in to 
a considerable depth; there was no evi- 
dence of diseased bone, bat the granu- 
lations at the bottom of the wound bled’ 
freely ; on the edges of the ulcer was a 
mass of hard, flattened, and irregular 
granulations ; the dischai ge was thin, and 
exceedingly offensive ; there was great 
swelling of the soft parts about the cheek 
and under the jaw, occasioning much de- 
lormity. 

The treatment hitherto employed in 
this case has consisted in the use of pal- 
liative remedies, as the internal exhibi- 
tion of opiam, with the application of 
anodyne poultices and fomentations. 


OPERATION. 


The only operation performed this week, 
yee tation of the leg below the knee, 
r. Key. 


On visiting Guy's Hospital a few morn- 
ings since, and referring to the list of 
accidents posted in the surgery, we found, 
to our inexpressible horror, that a patient 
by the name of JosepH Henry Green 
had been admitted, on the preceding 
evening, in a state of intorication, with 
svere ion of the scalp. We knew 


TUMOUR ON THE LOWER JAW. 


the cool temperament of our friend Joszpy 
of St. Thomas’s—that he never fights (mag. 
nanimous soul) and seldom exceeds the 
bounds of prudence in drinking. Surely, 
then, thought we, it cannot be our “ unity” 
friend. e hastened to the bedside of 
the patient—there our doubts and fears 
were speedily dispelled by finding a short 
squat man, instead of the lengthy Brad’ 
wardine figure our anxiety had realized, 
CHRONIC ENLARGEMENT OF THE KNEE 
JOINT. 

This occurs in an unhealthy 

boy, about thirteen years of og 
states that he has been lame upwards of 
six years, and that the disease originated 
from a fall. The knee has, however, 
been free from pain, until three months 
ago, when an attack of inflammation was 
brought on by exerting the part. The 
limb is fixed at an obtuse angle, any at- 
tempt at motion occasions great pain. 
There is considerable swelling on each 
side of the patella, and pressure here 
produces much pain ; the soft parts above 
the patella are apparently much thick- 
ened, and the swelling extends some way 
above the joint. The patella is immove- 
able. From the repeated application of 
leeches and blisters, the symptoms have 
in some measure subsided, and it is pro- 
bable the joint will be restored to its 
former state. In the mean time, the con- 
stitational treatment has not been over- 
looked. Small doses of oxymuriate of 
mercury have been given with tincture of 
bark, and of late the infasion of gentian, 
with tincture of hop, bas been exhibited. 


FUNGOUS TUMOUR GROWING FROM THE 
INFERIOR MAXILLA. 

The patient, a woman about 50 years 

of age, has a tumour of the size of a 

pullett’s egg, growing from the fore part 


of the lower jaw. Two or three of the 
front teeth are loosened; these were 
subsequently removed. The tamour is of 
six weeks standing, it is soft to the feel, 
but does not readily bleed on pressure ; 
there is an offensive effiuvia emitted from 
it. Sir Astley Cooper saw the patient, 
and he was of opinion that the disease 
was simple fungous grow th, from irritation 
(probably from disease in the alveolar 
processes). Sir Astley therefore recom- 
mended its removal by the knife, observ- 
ing that many cases of a similar nature 
had fallen under his care, and in which 
the disease did not reear after the ope- 
ration. 

; The tumour was removed on Friday 
ast. 
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DISEASE OF THE KNEE JOINT. 


Operations. 
Castration.—This operation was per- 
formed by Mr. Key on Tuesday, July 4, 
in the case of cirsocele, of which a re-' 


port is given in Tae Lancet, No. 148, p.! 


L. 
We felt it our duty to offer some re-| P&¢- 


marks on the plan of treatment proposed | 
to be adopted in this case, namely, tying 
the spermatic vein. We are glad to find 
that our suggestions have been attended 
to, for we should be sorry to see Mr. Key | 
fritter away his reputation by making, 
‘oolish experiments, at the suggestiun of 


any man. 


OPERATION OF TYING THE POSTERIOR 
TIBIAL ARTERY. 


This ration was also performed 
Mr. Tuesday, July 4. The 
ticulars of the case are as follow :— 

The patient is a healthy looking 
country man, 30 yearsof age. Between 
the left inner malleolus and tendo achil- 
lis is a pulsatory tumour, of the size of 
a pigeon’s egg, the integuments covering 
it are apparently thin and of a bluish 
colour, and about the centre there is a 
small scar. Pressure made on the femoral 
artery in the middle of the thigh, and 
also pressure on the posterior tibial 
artery, completely controls the pulsation 
through the tumour, and it readily re- 
turned on taking off the pressure. 

The disease is not productive of pain 
or inconvenience to the patient, and he 
sought admission into the hospital, in 
consequence of having been informed by 
his medical attendant that the swelling 
would increase and become dangerous if 
an operation were not pow stare 

He gives the following history of the 
formation of the tumour:—About six 
weeks ago, he was employed in cutting 
turf, and in pursuit of this avocation was 
using a sharp pointed tool, with which 
he wounded his leg at the place of the 
tumour. He says that very profuse 
bleeding ensued, and that the blood 
issued out in a stream; the hemorrhage 
was stayed by pressure, and the wound 
healed up in the course of a few days. 
About a fortnight after, a small swellin 
appeared at the place of the wound, | 
this went on gradually increasing. 

The patient readily consented to have 
an vperation performed, and it was thus 
completed :— 

An incision was made through the 
integuments over the whole length of the 
tumonr, and the sac being thus opened, 
the coagulated blood contained therein 
was removed. On relaxing the tourni- 


quet, the opening in the artery"was ren- 


apparent by a jet of blood issuing 
out, and eventually a ligature was ap- 
on the arterv, above and be- 
ow. The edges of the integument were 
brought together by means of strips of 
adhesive plaster, and the patient put to 


dered 


On the same day Mr. Key removed a 
small exostosis from the outer condyle of 
the femur, situated betweeu the tendon 
of the biceps cruris and vastus externus. 
An incision was made directly down upon 
the part, and the chain saw wasthen used. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


The following cases were admitted by 
Mr Travers, on Thursday Jane 22d :— 

Males.—Disease of the wrist-joint; ca- 
chectic ulceration of the nose and up 
lip ; superficial fungus of the testicle ; 
popliteal aneurism ; chronic disease of 
the knee joint; stricture of the urethra; 
ulceration of the nose and under eye-lid 
(malignant ?); ulcer of the leg (2.)* 

Females —Psoriasis; scabies ; irritable 
(lisease of the breast; cancerous disease 
of the mamma ; purulent oph 


We pass over the two first cases as not 
presenting any thing worthy of note; the 
case of ial fungus of the testicle 
we Shall have occasion to allude to here- 
after. We may observe here, that the . 
fungus has been pared off, but the whole 
substance of the testicle is so much-in- 
volved in the disease that castration ap- 
pears to be the only means of cure; we 
shall therefore wait the result. 

The case of popliteal aneurism, with the 
operation, has been already noticed. 


CHRONIC DISEASE OF THE KNEE-JOINT.— 
APPLICATION OF MOXA. 


W. Day, ztat. 32, of dark complexion, 
a labouring man, was admitted on account 
of disease of the left knee-joint. 

He stated that the part had been af- 
fected upwards of two years, that he was 
first attacked with pain in the joints, that 
he had received no injury, and that it was 
alternately better and worse. , 

Present S; .—There is a great 
swelling on the inside of the knee, over 
the inner condyle of the femur. The 
patella is moveable, there isa puffy swell- 
ing on each side of it, and presswe at 
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606 STRICTURE OF THE URETHRA. 


these parts occasions much pain, as also 
moving the patella. The patient can flex 
or extend the leg, but he performs both 
these motions with great caution, as they 
occasion him much pain. There is a 
grating or crackling sensation communi- 
cated to the hand, on laying it over the 
joint when he moves the limb. 

About eighteen months since, the joint 
now affected was very painful; it was then 
cupped, and blisters were applied, by 
which means he obtained relief. 

The patient is of a stramous habit of 
body; on the side of the neck are large 
scars, indicative of scrofulous abscesses 
having formed at the part. 

Mr. Travers directed the moxa to be 
applied on each side of the joint; over 
the condyles of the femur. large and 
deep slough ensued on the inner side; on 
the outer side, a more superficial and cir- 
cumscribed slough was the result. The 
wounds, after the separation of the 
eschars had taken place, were filled with 

as, and dressed in the usual manner of 

aes. A constant discharge was kept 
up, without however being productive of 
any benefit to the patient. 

Our report on this case, July 19, (near- 
ly one month atter admission, ) is, that the 
appearance of the parts about the joint, 
is much the same, and the symptoms pre- 
sent when admitted are not mitigated ; 
motion still oceasions much pain. No 
further means have been had recourse to. 


CASE OF SPASMODIC STRICTURE OF THE 
URETHRA, 


The subject of this complaint was ad- 
mitted into the hospital by Mr. Travers, 
on account of a supposed permanent 
stricture of the urethra. He was sent 
from Greenwich by a gentleman, who re- 
presented him as labouring under stric- 
ture; on examination by Mr. Travers, 
however, two days after his admission, no 
stricture could be discovered, and a mo- 
derate sized catheter was passed with 
facility. There was a slight contraction 
of the urethra, immediately below the 
glans, which Mr. T. remarked he could 
not satisfactorily account for. Under 
these circumstances, afier remaining in 
the hospital until the 5th of July he was 
dismissed, or rather he was presented (as 


it is termed) in the ward book, for dis-| 


missal on the following day. 


July6. The attention of Mr. Tra-| 


vers was directed to the patient, in con- 
sequence of inability to pass his urine ; in 
the afternoon, when visited by Mr. T. 
we found — with a bladder much dis- 
tended a great pain on pressure. 
The dresser (Mr. Soll 


had attempted to introduce a catheter, 
and had also put the man into a warm. 
bath, but without any relief to the symp. 
toms. Mr, Travers for some time tried to 
pass the catheter, but without  suc- 
cess; the spasmodic action of the mus- 
cles in perineo could be sensibly felt, of. 
fering a powerful resistance to the intro- 
duction of the instrument. 

Mr. Travers directed that ice should be 
applied to the og meg ; six drachms of 
epsom salts to be given immediately, and 
a suppository of opium introduced into 
the rectum. 

7. The bladder has not yet been much 
relieved ; the patient passed a small quan- 
tity of urine last night, and also this morn- 
ing, after violent straining, but the blad- 
der is still greatly distended and paintul, 
The purgative was repeated last night, 
and de bowels have been relieved twice; 
pulse 8], and full; tongue furred; no 
sleep was obtained last night. (The ice 
was not applied to the perinzum, through 
the culpable negligence of the surgery- 
man, who was repeatedly desired to pro- 


cure it.*) 
leeches were ordered to be 


Twenty 
applied to the perinwum, and the opiate 
used again. 


su itory to 

Coted. Some relief was obtained 
from the application of the leeches; this 
afternoon, three stools were passed, with 
upwards of a quarter of a pint of urine, 
The ice is now applied, and when in con- 
tact with the perineum, apparently af- 
fords much relief. By dint of violent 
straining, the patient is enabled to pass 
a small quantity of urine. A further at- 
tempt was now made to introduce a 
catheter, but it failed. 

Mr. Travers then directed ten minims 
of the tincture of muriate of iron to 
be given every ten minutes. 

8. On visiting the patient this morning, 
we find that after taking five doses of the 
tincture, the spasm was overcome, and 
he was enabled to pass urine freely. 
Great relief was of course immediately 
obtained from emptying the bladder, and 
soon after he fell asleep. He has hada 
comfortab'e night, and his urine flows in 
a tolerable full stream. 

We learned from him yesterdsy, that 
whenever he drinks treely, he feels an 
obstruction to the flow of urine, and that 


* The insolence of all the Jacks-in- 
office at St. Thomas’s, from the surgery- 
boy, down to “* Beau” Nash the Steward, 
is a common matter of remark; and is 


only equalled by the negligent manner in 
which some of them discharge their da 
ly) this morning | ties. 
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POPLITEAL AN 


two or three times he has had complete | 
retention. The last attack of this nature 
was about a month ago, and occurred after 
a fit of intoxication; he suffered great, 
ain, and was not able to pass his urine 
‘or two days; he was bled and put in the | 
warm-bath, and opium administered, but , 
without benefit; at length the urine flowed 
spontaneously, and he was relieved. 


There was no assignable cause for the 
present attack, with the exception of his 
drinking a ~ of porter on the preceding 
evening, of which beverage he said that 
he had not before partaken si ce his ad- 
mission into the hospital. 


OPERATIONS. 


On Friday, July 21, Mr. Tyrrell . 
formed the operation of lithotomy. e 
patient was a young man, 17 years of 
age, and had laboured under the disease 
several years. The calculus extracted 
was the size of a horse-chesnut ; it was’ 
flattened, and rough externally. The in- | 
straments employed on this occasion were. 
a double-edged scalpel for the purpose of. 
making the external incisions ; and the | 
probe-pointed straight knife, (formerly | 
used by Sir A. Cooper,) was used hy Mr. 
Tyrrell tor dividing the prostate and neck 
of the bladder, The operation was very 
well performed. 

On the same day, Mr. Tyrrell ampu- 
tated the penis, in consequence of cance- 
rous disease of this part. After applying 
a ligature round the penis close to the 
pubes, Mr. Tyrrell cat throngh it with one 
stroke of a catling. The actual cautery 
was applied to the corpora cavernosa, in 
order to stay the bleeding ; a ligature was 
put round the extremity of the dorsal 
artery of the penis. 


| 
ST, BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. | 


CASE OF POPLITEAL ANEURISM, IN WHICH 
SECONDARY HAMORRHAGE OCCURRED. 


William L—, the subject of this dis- 
ease, is 39 years of age, and of rather a 
full habit. He was admitted into Dorca’s 
ward on Saturday, the 14th of May, 
by the desire of Mr. Lawrence, who had 
betore seen him elsewhere. On inquiry, 
we learnt that three weeks since, while 
walking, he felt his leg uneasy, and 


thought it proceeded from his garter, 
which he removed, but the painful sen- 
sation did not cease. He continued 
walking upon the limb, and pursued his 
ordinary occupations for a week. After 
this time it became much more painful 
and swollen, and he was obliged to remain 
in bed. Daring the whole time there has 
been some swelling of the right thigh, and 
there is now a large pulsating tumour in 
the right ham. On examination, this 
aneurismal tumour was found projecting 
between the hamstrings, bulging on each 
side of the limb, and pulsating strongly. 
The thigh, leg, and foot, were consider- 
ably swollen, and could not he moved 
without great pain. The pulsation of the 
anterior and posterior tibial arteries, 
could not be feit by any who examined 
the limb, except one gentleman, who 
thought he could distinguish the pulsation 
of the former. He was ordered to lie 
quiet in bed, and take a dose of aperient 
medicine. 

Although the patient was brought to 
the Hospital only yesterday evening, Mr. 
Lawrence determined on operating the 
following day (Sunday,) in consequence 
of the large size of the aneurism, the 
great swelling and painful state of the 
whole limb, and rapid progress of the 
disease. 

An incision, about three inches in ex- 
tent, was made on the inner side of the 
sartorins muscle, end the artery tied with 
a single silk ligature. Shortly after the 
operation, as a measure of precaution, 
and not of actual necessity, the man 
was ordered to be bled from the arm to 
the t of 16 He was or- 
dered saline medicine every four hours, 
and 20 drops of laudanum at night. 


15. Passed a tolerable night ; the pain 
was lessened, and the limb much easier. 


16. Not so well; he complains of hav- 
ing passed a restless night, with a gene- 
ral listlessness and headache. Pulse 
quick ; tongue moist ; skin warm. Or- 
dered to be bled to 20 ounces, to take 4 
grains of calomel and 12 grains of jelap 
immediutely, and two hours afterwards a 
dose of castor oil. Saline mixture every 
six hours. 

June 1. The slight febrile attack men- 
tioned in the last report went off in the 
course of a few days, and the patient had 
a slight attack of porrigo larvalis about 
‘he mouth and cheek. The discharge 
from the side of the ligature has been 


copious, and the latter came away to- 
day on drawing it gently: although the 


limb is much less in size than before the 


operation, yet the leg and foot are still 
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DISEASE OF THE SCALP. 


edematous, and there is but little power 
of moving them. 


6. The case has without 
any unpleasant symptoms, either local or 
ance There has been mure discharge, 

wever, than usual from the wound. 

This evening, which is the twenty-second 
since the operation, and the sixth trom the 
separation of the ligature, arterial hx 
morrhage took place from the wound, 
and from 16 to 20 ounces of blood were 
lost, which prodaced syncope. The House 
Surgeon was sent for immediately, but 
before he could arrive the Sister of the 
ward had arrested the bleeding by simply 
making pressure with some lint. Mr. 
Lawrence shortly afterwards arrived, and 
dressed the patient, by laying graduated 
compresses on the wound, and securing 
them by means of a toller, which enve- 
loped the whole thigh. The blood did 
not flow per saltum, but trickled over the 
limb, as if from a vein. The tumour in 
the ham, which at first began to lessen, 
has latterly remained stationary, and ap- 
pears to contain fluid, at least a distinct 
feeling of finctuation is perceptible. 

20. On the third day after the hamor- 
rhage, the roller and compresses were 
removed, and no disposition to bleeding 
has since been manifested. Until within 


the last few days, the wound has conti- 


nued discharging from the aperture pre- 
viously occupied by the ligature ; on mak- 
ing pressure each day, about a desert 
spoonful of pus issued forth. Subse- 
quently, however, the wound has entirely 

ed, and has now nearly cicatrized ; 
the edema of the limb has almost 
completely subsided. The tumour in the 
ham is much diminished in size, but is 
still soft and somewhat elastic. 


CASE OF EXTENSIVE DISEASE OF THE 
SCALP. 

Robert G., by trade a tinman, of rather 
short stature and fair complexion, 38 
years of was admitted into this Hos- 
pital on llth of April, with a very 
severe laceration of the scalp. The | 
of the scalp covering the 

side 


the frontal bone was torn off |; 


ina tri lar fold, and at the time of the 
accident g pendant over the brow, 
but was soon afterwards replaced. By 
the contraction of the integuments, there 
was a large surface exposed, nearly as 
large as the palm of the hand, and the 
whole presented a most foul and ulcerated 
condition. On inquiring into the parti- 
culars of the case, the man stated that 
the accident happened from the kick of a 


horse on his road to town from Hertford. 
shire, that he turned back the torn 
down as well as he could, and bound his 
head up with his handkerchief, and that 
in this pitiable condition he came on to 

e remained another day before 
he came to the Hospital, not kaowing 
that he could be taken in, except on the 
regular admission day. Notwithstanding 
so severe an accident, there was but little 

ional derangement; the tongue 
was but slightly furred, and the 
rather slower than natural. Mr. Law. 
rence, under whose care the man was, or- 
dered bread and water poultices to be 
applied to ho pate and a dose of calome| 
and jalap to given him, with house 
medicine when necessary. It required 
some time before the foul surface could 
be made to assume a more healthy action, 
and when this was accomplished, a con- 
siderable portion of the frontal bone was 
observed to be bare. Some matter had 
formed beneath the in about the 
left temple, which was let out. Slight 
bleedings occasionally occurred, bu 
they were easily suppressed ; about five 
weeks since, however, the posterior 
branch of the temporal artery burst 
out, and the House Surgeon was called, 
who took it up and secured it. From this 
time the case went on ar 

ranulations e where presenting 

length, however, minute specks were here 
and there observed sprouting out of the 
surface of the bone, and these in a day or 
two were found to be red and fleshy gre- 
nules, which, gradually increasing, event- 
ually covered the whole portion of bone, 
in extent about an inch and a half, and 
in breadth from three quarters to an inch. 
It is rather a singular circumstance, that 
this man’s constitution has not been in 
the least disordered by the local disease, 
and that the pulse has been particularly 
slow*. The surface has not os: com- 
pletely cicatrized over, but only a short 
time longer is necessary, and then he will 
leave the Hospital. 
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